Habakkuk’s Two Tables #90
CONCLUSION
STRONG DELUSION
“One who sees beneath the surface, who reads the hearts of all men, says of those who
have had great light: ‘They are not afflicted and astonished because of their moral and spiritual
condition.’ Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their
abominations. I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because
when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before Mine
eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not.’ ‘God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie,’ because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved,’ ‘but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’ Isaiah 66:3, 4; 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 10, 12.
“The heavenly Teacher inquired: ‘What stronger delusion can beguile the mind than the
pretense that you are building on the right foundation and that God accepts your works, when
in reality you are working out many things according to worldly policy and are sinning against
Jehovah? Oh, it is a great deception, a fascinating delusion, that takes possession of minds when
men who have once known the truth, mistake the form of godliness for the spirit and power
thereof; when they suppose that they are rich and increased with goods and in need of nothing,
while in reality they are in need of everything.’
“God has not changed toward His faithful servants who are keeping their garments
spotless. But many are crying, ‘Peace and safety,’ while sudden destruction is coming upon
them. Unless there is thorough repentance, unless men humble their hearts by confession and
receive the truth as it is in Jesus, they will never enter heaven. When purification shall take place
in our ranks, we shall no longer rest at ease, boasting of being rich and increased with goods, in
need of nothing.
“Who can truthfully say: ‘Our gold is tried in the fire; our garments are unspotted by the
world’? I saw our Instructor pointing to the garments of so-called righteousness. Stripping them
off, He laid bare the defilement beneath. Then He said to me: ‘Can you not see how they have
pretentiously covered up their defilement and rottenness of character? ‘How is the faithful city
become an harlot!’ My Father’s house is made a house of merchandise, a place whence the
divine presence and glory have departed! For this cause there is weakness, and strength is
lacking.’” Testimonies, volume 8, 249–250.
Ezekiel 8 & 9
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“God has called His church in this day, as He called ancient Israel, to stand as a light in
the earth. By the mighty cleaver of truth, the messages of the first, second, and third angels, He
has separated them from the churches and from the world to bring them into a sacred nearness to
Himself. He has made them the depositaries of His law and has committed to them the great
truths of prophecy for this time. Like the holy oracles committed to ancient Israel, these are a
sacred trust to be communicated to the world. The three angels of Revelation 14 represent the
people who accept the light of God’s messages and go forth as His agents to sound the
warning throughout the length and breadth of the earth. Christ declares to His followers:
‘Ye are the light of the world.’ To every soul that accepts Jesus the cross of Calvary speaks:
‘Behold the worth of the soul: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.”’ Nothing is to be permitted to hinder this work. It is the all-important work for time; it
is to be far-reaching as eternity. The love that Jesus manifested for the souls of men in the
sacrifice which He made for their redemption, will actuate all His followers.” Testimonies
volume 5, 455.
“Let both tares and wheat grow together until the harvest. Then it is the angels that do
the work of separation.” Selected Messages, book 2, 69.
“I then saw the third angel. Said my accompanying angel, ‘Fearful is his word, awful is
his mission. He is the angel that is to select the wheat from the tares, and seal or bind the
wheat for the heavenly garner.’ These things should engage the whole mind, the whole
attention. Again I was shown the necessity of those who believe we are having the last message
of mercy, being separate from those who are daily receiving or imbibing new error. I saw that
neither young nor old should attend the assemblies of those who are in error and darkness. Said
the angel, ‘Let the mind cease to dwell on things of no profit.’” Manuscript Releases, volume 5,
425.
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