ADVENTISM’S VISITATION PART FOUR
THE CRISIS

“We should know for ourselves what constitutes Christianity, what is truth, what is the
faith that we have received, what are the Bible rules—the rules given us from the highest
authority.” The 1888 Materials, 403.
“At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of
the allied powers of Europe, and thus placed herself under the control of Christian nations. The
event exactly fulfilled the prediction. When it became known, multitudes were convinced of
the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation adopted by Miller and his associates,
and a wonderful impetus was given to the advent movement. Men of learning and position
united with Miller, both in preaching and in publishing his views, and from 1840 to 1844 the
work rapidly extended.” The Great Controversy, 334–335.
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“God has given the messages of Revelation 14 their place in the line of prophecy, and
their work is not to cease till the close of this earth’s history. The first and second angel’s
messages are still truth for this time, and are to run parallel with this which follows. The third
angel proclaims his warning with a loud voice. ‘After these things,’ said John, ‘I saw another
angel come down from heaven, having great power, and the earth was lightened with his glory.’
In this illumination, the light of all the three messages is combined.” The 1888 Materials, 804.
THE FIRST ANGEL
“I was shown the interest which all heaven had taken in the work going on upon the
earth. Jesus commissioned a mighty angel to descend and warn the inhabitants of the earth to
prepare for His second appearing. As the angel left the presence of Jesus in heaven, an
exceedingly bright and glorious light went before him. I was told that his mission was to lighten
the earth with his glory and warn man of the coming wrath of God. Multitudes received the light.
Some of these seemed to be very solemn, while others were joyful and enraptured. All who
received the light turned their faces toward heaven and glorified God. Though it was shed upon
all, some merely came under its influence, but did not heartily receive it. Many were filled with
great wrath. Ministers and people united with the vile and stoutly resisted the light shed by the
mighty angel. But all who received it withdrew from the world and were closely united with one
another.” Early Writings, 245.

REVELATION 18:1–3
“The whole earth is to be lightened with the glory of the Lord. The pure in heart shall
see God. It is those who are following the Lamb whithersoever He goeth that will receive power
from that angel that came down from heaven ‘having great power.’ The first message is to be
repeated proclaiming the second advent of Christ to our world. The second angels’ message
is to be repeated, ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all nations
have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her
delicacies’ [Revelation 18:2, 3].” Manuscript Releases, volume 16, 40.
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Revelation 18:1–3
“Now comes the word that I have declared that New York is to be swept away by a tidal
wave. This I have never said. I have said, as I looked at the great buildings going up there, story
after story: ‘What terrible scenes will take place when the Lord shall arise to shake terribly the
earth! Then the words of Revelation 18:1–3 will be fulfilled.’ The whole of the eighteenth
chapter of Revelation is a warning of what is coming on the earth. But I have no light in
particular in regard to what is coming on New York, only I know that one day the great buildings
there will be thrown down by the turning and overturning of God’s power. From the light given
me, I know that destruction is in the world. One word from the Lord, one touch of His mighty
power, and these massive structures will fall. Scenes will take place the fearfulness of which we
cannot imagine.” Review and Herald, July 5, 1906.
THE SEALING OF THE 144,000
Revelation 7:1–3; Ezekiel 37:9–14
“Angels are holding the four winds, represented as an angry horse seeking to break loose
and rush over the face of the whole earth, bearing destruction and death in its path.
“Shall we sleep on the very verge of the eternal world? Shall we be dull and cold and
dead? Oh, that we might have in our churches the Spirit and breath of God breathed into His
people, that they might stand upon their feet and live. We need to see that the way is narrow, and
the gate strait. But as we pass through the strait gate, its wideness is without limit.
“We need now to arise and shine, for our light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon us. We have no time to talk of self, no time to become like the sensitive plant, that
cannot be touched without shrinking. In Jesus Christ is our sufficiency. Will we talk faith? Will
we talk of the glorious hope, of the full and abundant righteousness of Jesus Christ, provided for
every soul? I tell you in the name of the Lord God of Israel that all injurious, discouraging
influences are held in control by unseen angel hands, until everyone that works in the fear and
love of God is sealed in his forehead.” Manuscript Releases, volume 20, 216–217.
THE LATTER RAIN
“The latter rain is to fall upon the people of God. A mighty angel is to come down from
heaven, and the whole earth is to be lighted with his glory. Are we ready to take part in the
glorious work of the third angel? Are our vessels ready to receive the heavenly dew? Have we
defilement and sin in the heart? If so, let us cleanse the soul temple, and prepare for the showers
of the latter rain. The refreshing from the presence of the Lord will never come to hearts filled
with impurity.” Review and Herald, April 21, 1891.
PENTECOST REPEATED
“It is with an earnest longing that I look forward to the time when the events of the day of
Pentecost shall be repeated with even greater power than on that occasion. John says, ‘I saw
another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his
glory.’” Review and Herald, July 20, 1886.
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THE JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING
“The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel’s message is to lighten
the whole earth with his glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here
foretold. The advent movement of 1840–44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God;
the first angel’s message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some
countries there was the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the
Reformation of the sixteenth century; but these are to be exceeded by the mighty movement
under the last warning of the third angel. . . .
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God
than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former
rain at the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are
‘the times of refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: ‘Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.’ Acts 3:19–20.” The Great
Controversy, 611–612.
“The act of Christ in breathing upon his disciples the Holy Ghost, and in imparting his
peace to them, was as a few drops before the plentiful shower to be given on the day of
Pentecost.” Spirit of Prophecy, volume 3, 243.
“Only those who are living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we
are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize
the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us,
but we shall not discern or receive it.” Testimonies to Ministers, 506–507.
TWO TEMPLE CLEANSINGS
“The prophet says, ‘I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power;
and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils’ (Revelation 18:1, 2).
This is the same message that was given by the second angel. . . .
“When Jesus began His public ministry, He cleansed the Temple from its sacrilegious
profanation. Among the last acts of His ministry was the second cleansing of the Temple. So in
the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct calls are made to the churches. The
second angel’s message is, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication’ (Revelation 14:8). And in the loud cry
of the third angel’s message a voice is heard from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities’ (Revelation 18:4, 5).” Selected
Messages, book 2, 118.
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THE CRISIS
Isaiah 27:8
THE LIGHT GIVEN
“Science and history cannot of themselves make men wise unto salvation; but through the
aid of the Holy Spirit, which, in answer to prayer, will be given to guide into all truth, science
and history may be made use of as a clear, definite light, blending with that of the written,
inspired word. There are lessons to be learned from the history of the past; and attention is
called to these, that all may understand that God works on the same lines now that He ever
has done. His hand is seen in His work and among the nations now, just the same as it has been
ever since the gospel was first proclaimed to Adam in Eden.
“There are periods which are turning points in the history of nations and of the church.
In the providence of God, when these different crises arrive, the light for that time is given. If it
is received, there is spiritual progress; if it is rejected, spiritual declension and shipwreck follow.
The Lord in His word has opened up the aggressive work of the gospel as it has been carried on
in the past, and will be in the future, even to the closing conflict, when Satanic agencies will
make their last wonderful movement. From that word we understand that the forces are now at
work that will usher in the last great conflict between good and evil—between Satan, the prince
of darkness, and Christ, the Prince of life. But the coming triumph for the men who love and fear
God is as sure as that His throne is established in the heavens.” Bible Echo, August 26, 1895.
THE OLD PATHS
“God never leaves the world without men who can discern between good and evil,
righteousness and unrighteousness. God has men whom he has appointed to stand in the
forefront of the battle in times of emergency. In a crisis, he will raise up men as he did in
ancient times. Young men will be bidden to link up with the aged standard-bearers, that they
may be strengthened and taught by the experience of these faithful ones, who have passed
through so many conflicts, and to whom, through the testimonies of his Spirit, God has so often
spoken, pointing out the right way and condemning the wrong way. When perils arise, which
try the faith of God’s people, these pioneer workers are to recount the experiences of the past,
when just such crises came, when the truth was questioned, when strange sentiments, proceeding
not from God, were brought in.
“The experience of those aged workers is needed now; for Satan is watching every
opportunity to make of no account the old waymarks,—the monuments that have been raised
up along the way.” Review and Herald, November 19, 1903.
THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY
“As differences of opinion have arisen in reference to interpretations of Scriptures and
methods of labor, calculated to unsettle the faith of believers in the message and lead to disunion
in the work, the spirit of prophecy has always thrown light on the situation. It has always brought
union of thought and harmony of action to the body of believers. In every crisis that has arisen
in the development of the message and the growth of the work, those who have stood firmly by
the law of God and the light of the Spirit of prophecy have triumphed and the work has
prospered in their hands.” Loma Linda Messages, 33–34.
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THE SEPARATION
“I was pointed to the providence of God among His people and was shown that every
trial made by the refining, purifying process upon professed Christians proves some to be dross.
The fine gold does not always appear. In every religious crisis some fall under temptation. The
shaking of God blows away multitudes like dry leaves. Prosperity multiplies a mass of
professors. Adversity purges them out of the church. As a class, their spirits are not steadfast
with God. They go out from us because they are not of us; for when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the word, many are offended.” Testimonies, volume 4, 89.
IN EVERY AGE
“‘From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.’ These
men had joined themselves to Christ as learners. But their carnal mind interpreted the figure
Christ presented as though he meant it literally. They were gross in their understanding. This we
shall see fulfilled in every age of the world. Jesus knew all about the disaffection. He said, ‘But
there are some of you that believe not.’
“We need not be surprised if we pass through a similar experience. Men who do not
make Christ their all and in all, but have a superficial faith, will not understand the words of
Christ.” The Home Missionary, June 1, 1897.
THE TIME OF ADVENTISM’S VISITATION
“More and more, as the days go by, it is becoming apparent that God’s judgments are in
the world. In fire and flood and earthquake He is warning the inhabitants of this earth of His near
approach. The time is nearing when the great crisis in the history of the world will have
come, when every movement in the government of God will be watched with intense interest and
inexpressible apprehension. In quick succession the judgments of God will follow one
another—fire and flood and earthquake, with war and bloodshed.
“Oh, that the people might know the time of their visitation! There are many who
have not yet heard the testing truth for this time. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is
striving. The time of God’s destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have had
no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy
is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while the door is closed to those who would
not enter.
“The mercy of God is shown in His long forbearance. He is holding back His
judgments, waiting for the message of warning to be sounded to all. Oh, if our people would
feel as they should the responsibility resting upon them to give the last message of mercy to the
world, what a wonderful work would be done!” Testimonies, volume 9, 97.
APPROACHING THE FINAL CRISIS
“As God’s people approach the final crisis, they must with increasing power proclaim
the message He has given them. The warning must be given to the churches. God’s requirements
must be laid before those who are transgressing His law. They must be made to understand that
this is a life and death question. God’s remnant people are to fill the earth with the cry of the
third angel.” Review and Herald, July 16, 1901.
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“‘And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s inkhorn by his
side; and the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye
after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old
and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom
is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary. Then they began at the ancient men which were before
the house.’
“Jesus is about to leave the mercy seat of the heavenly sanctuary to put on garments of
vengeance and pour out His wrath in judgments upon those who have not responded to the light
God has given them. ‘Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore
the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.’ Instead of being softened by the
patience and long forbearance that the Lord has exercised toward them, those who fear not God
and love not the truth strengthen their hearts in their evil course. But there are limits even to the
forbearance of God, and many are exceeding these boundaries. They have overrun the limits of
grace, and therefore God must interfere and vindicate His own honor.
“Of the Amorites the Lord said: ‘In the fourth generation they shall come hither again:
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.’ Although this nation was conspicuous because of
its idolatry and corruption, it had not yet filled up the cup of its iniquity, and God would not give
command for its utter destruction. The people were to see the divine power manifested in a
marked manner, that they might be left without excuse. The compassionate Creator was willing
to bear with their iniquity until the fourth generation. Then, if no change was seen for the better,
His judgments were to fall upon them.
“With unerring accuracy the Infinite One still keeps an account with all nations. While
His mercy is tendered with calls to repentance, this account will remain open; but when the
figures reach a certain amount which God has fixed, the ministry of His wrath commences. The
account is closed. Divine patience ceases. There is no more pleading of mercy in their behalf.
“The prophet, looking down the ages, had this time presented before his vision. The
nations of this age have been the recipients of unprecedented mercies. The choicest of heaven’s
blessings have been given them, but increased pride, covetousness, idolatry, contempt of God,
and base ingratitude are written against them. They are fast closing up their account with God.
“But that which causes me to tremble is the fact that those who have had the greatest
light and privileges have become contaminated by the prevailing iniquity. Influenced by the
unrighteous around them, many, even of those who profess the truth, have grown cold and are
borne down by the strong current of evil. The universal scorn thrown upon true piety and
holiness leads those who do not connect closely with God to lose their reverence for His law. If
they were following the light and obeying the truth from the heart, this holy law would seem
even more precious to them when thus despised and set aside. As the disrespect for God’s law
becomes more manifest, the line of demarcation between its observers and the world becomes
more distinct. Love for the divine precepts increases with one class according as contempt for
them increases with another class.
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“The crisis is fast approaching. The rapidly swelling figures show that the time for
God’s visitation has about come. Although loath to punish, nevertheless He will punish, and
that speedily. Those who walk in the light will see signs of the approaching peril; but they are
not to sit in quiet, unconcerned expectancy of the ruin, comforting themselves with the belief
that God will shelter His people in the day of visitation. Far from it. They should realize that it
is their duty to labor diligently to save others, looking with strong faith to God for help. ‘The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.’
“The leaven of godliness has not entirely lost its power. At the time when the danger and
depression of the church are greatest, the little company who are standing in the light will be
sighing and crying for the abominations that are done in the land. But more especially will their
prayers arise in behalf of the church because its members are doing after the manner of the
world.
“The earnest prayers of this faithful few will not be in vain. When the Lord comes forth
as an avenger, He will also come as a protector of all those who have preserved the faith in its
purity and kept themselves unspotted from the world. It is at this time that God has promised to
avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them.
“The command is: ‘Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and
set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be
done in the midst thereof.’ These sighing, crying ones had been holding forth the words of life;
they had reproved, counseled, and entreated. Some who had been dishonoring God repented and
humbled their hearts before Him. But the glory of the Lord had departed from Israel; although
many still continued the forms of religion, His power and presence were lacking.” Testimonies,
volume 5, 207–210.
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