THE TRUTH FOR THIS TIME
“If the truth for this time, if the signs that are thickening on every hand, that testify that the
end of all things is at hand, are not-sufficient to arouse the sleeping energy of those who profess
to know the truth, then darkness proportionate to the light which has been shining will overtake
these souls. There is not the semblance of an excuse for their indifference that they will be able to
present to God in the great day of final reckoning. There will be no reason to offer as to why they
did not live and walk and work in the light of the sacred truth of the word of God, and thus reveal
to a sin-darkened world, through their conduct, their sympathy, and their zeal, that the power and
reality of the gospel could not be controverted.” Review and Herald, July 21, 1896.
MILLER’S RULES
“Those who are engaged in proclaiming the third angel’s message are searching the
Scriptures upon the same plan that Father Miller adopted.” Review and Herald, November 25,
1884.
MILLER
“The seven churches of Asia is a history of the church of Christ in her seven forms, in all
her windings and turnings, in all her prosperity and adversity, from the days of the apostles down
to the end of the world. The seven seals are a history of the transactions of the powers and kings
of the earth over the church, and God’s protection of his people during the same time. The seven
trumpets are a history of seven peculiar and heavy judgments sent upon the earth, or Roman
kingdom. And the seven vials are the seven last plagues sent upon Papal Rome. Mixed with these
are many other events, woven in like tributary streams, and filling up the grand river of prophecy,
until the whole ends us in the ocean of eternity.” William Miller, Miller’s Lectures, volume 2,
lecture 12, 178.
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
“The seals are introduced to our notice in the 4th, 5th, and 6th chapters of Revelation. The
scenes presented under these seals are brought to view in Revelation 6, and the first verse of
Revelation 8. They evidently cover events with which the church is connected from the opening
of this dispensation to the coming of Christ.
“While the seven churches present the internal history of the church, the seven seals
bring to view the great events of its external history.” Uriah Smith, The Biblical Institute, 253.
“We have now traced the churches, the seals, and the beasts, or living beings, as far as they
will compare as covering the same periods of time. The seals are seven in number, the beasts but
four. And it may be well here to notice, that at the opening of the first, second, third and fourth
seals the first, second, third and fourth beasts are heard to say ‘Come and see;’ but when the fifth,
sixth and seventh seals are opened, there is no such voice heard. Neither do the last three
churches, and the last three seals, compare, as covering the same periods of time, as the first
four churches, and the first four seals do. But, as we have shown, the churches, seals and beasts
do agree, as covering the same periods of time for the space of nearly 1800 years, till we come
down to a little more than half a century of the present time.” James White, Review and Herald,
February 12, 1857.
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MILLER’S RULE NUMBER TEN
“Figures sometimes have two or more different significations, as day is used in a
figurative sense to represent three different periods of time.”
HASKELL
“It should be remembered that, as the experience of Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamos,
will be repeated in the last church before the second coming of Christ, so the history of Thyatira
will have its counterpart in the last generation.” Stephen N. Haskell, Story of the Seer of Patmos,
69.

“He applied the test, but all pointed forward to the year 1843 as the time when the world
must welcome its Saviour. The condition of the people at the first advent of Christ was now
repeated.” Stephen N. Haskell, Story of the Seer of Patmos, 75.
“There was a time in the history of Pergamos, when Christianity thought Paganism was
dead; but in reality, the religion which was apparently vanquished, had conquered. Paganism
baptized, stepped into the church. In the days of Sardis this history was repeated.” Stephen N.
Haskell, Story of the Seer of Patmos, 75, 76.
“Upon this last church—the remnant,—shine the accumulated rays of all past ages.”
Stephen N. Haskell, Story of the Seer of Patmos, 69.
ANCIENT ISRAEL
“The trials of the children of Israel, and their attitude just before the first coming of Christ,
illustrate the position of the people of God in their experience before the second coming of
Christ.
“Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were laid for the children of Israel just prior
to their entrance into the land of Canaan. We are repeating the history of that people.
“Their history should be a solemn warning to us. We need never expect that when the
Lord has light for his people, Satan will stand calmly by and make no effort to prevent them from
receiving it. Let us beware that we do not refuse the light God sends, because it does not come in
a way to please us. . . . If there are any who do not see and accept the light themselves, let them
not stand in the way of others.
“‘I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and
death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live; that thou
mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave
unto him; for he is thy life, and the length of thy days; that thou mayest dwell in the land which
the Lord sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.’
“This song was not historical but prophetic. While it recounted the wonderful dealings
of God with his people in the past, it also foreshadowed the great events of the future, the final
victory of the faithful when Christ shall come the second time in power and glory.
“The apostle Paul plainly states that the experience of the Israelites in their travels has
been recorded for the benefit of those living in this age of the world, those upon whom the
ends of the world are come. We do not consider that our dangers are any less than those of the
Hebrews, but greater.” Healthful Living, 280−281.
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MOSES—DEUTERONOMY 4:26–40: “THIS SONG WAS NOT HISTORICAL BUT PROPHETIC”
“Each of the ancient prophets spoke less for their own time than for ours, so that their
prophesying is in force for us. ‘Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.’ 1 Corinthians 10:11.
‘Not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you
by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to look into.’ 1 Peter 1:12. . . .
“The Bible has accumulated and bound up together its treasures for this last generation.
All the great events and solemn transactions of Old Testament history have been, and are,
repeating themselves in the church in these last days.” Selected Messages, book 3, 338–339.
“All that God has in prophetic history specified to be fulfilled in the past has been, and
all that is yet to come in its order will be. Daniel, God’s prophet, stands in his place. John stands
in his place. In the Revelation the Lion of the tribe of Judah has opened to the students of
prophecy the book of Daniel, and thus is Daniel standing in his place. He bears his testimony,
that which the Lord revealed to him in vision of the great and solemn events which we must
know as we stand on the very threshold of their fulfillment.
“In history and prophecy the Word of God portrays the long continued conflict between
truth and error. That conflict is yet in progress. Those things which have been, will be repeated.”
Selected Messages, book 2, 109.
NOTHING ELSE
“The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to occupy
the first place in the minds of God’s people. Nothing else is to be allowed to engross our
attention.” Testimonies, volume 8, 301.

FIRST AND LAST
Revelation 1; Isaiah 44

3

