An Iceberg! "Meet It"
Shortly before I sent out the testimonies regarding the efforts of the enemy to undermine the
foundation of our faith through the dissemination of seductive theories, I had read an incident about a
ship in a fog meeting an iceberg. For several nights I slept but little. I seemed to be bowed down as a
cart beneath sheaves. One night a scene was clearly presented before me. A vessel was upon the
waters, in a heavy fog. Suddenly the lookout cried, "Iceberg just ahead!" There, towering high above the
ship, was a gigantic iceberg. An authoritative voice cried out, "Meet it!" There was not a moment's
hesitation. It was a time for instant action. The engineer put on full steam, and the man at the wheel
steered the ship straight into the iceberg. With a crash she struck the ice. There was a fearful shock, and
the iceberg broke into many pieces, falling with a noise like thunder to the deck. The passengers were
violently shaken by the force of the collisions, but no lives were lost. The vessel was injured, but not
beyond repair. She rebounded from the contact, trembling from stem to stern, like a living creature.
Then she moved forward on her way.
Well I knew the meaning of this representation. I had my orders. I had heard the words, like a voice
from our Captain, "Meet it!" I knew what my duty was, and that there was not a moment to lose. The
time for decided action had come. I must without delay obey the command, "Meet it!”
That night I was up at one o'clock, writing as fast as my hand could pass over the paper. For the next
few days I worked early and late, preparing for our people the instruction given me regarding the errors
that were coming in among us.
I have been hoping that there would be a thorough reformation, and that the principles for which we
fought in the early days, and which were brought out in the power of the Holy Spirit, would be
maintained. Selected Messages Volume 1 206.

The spirit which has prevailed at this meeting is not of Christ. There is not love, there is not sympathy or
tender compassion one toward another. Dark suspicions have been suggested by Satan to cause
dissension. Roots of bitterness have sprung up whereby many will be defiled. Christians should harbor
no jealousies or evil surmisings, for this spirit is of Satan. There must be no strife between brethren.
God has made this people the repository of sacred truths. Ye are one in faith, one in Christ Jesus. Let
there be no lording it over God's heritage. Let there be no such oppression of conscience as is revealed
in these meetings. It is God that scrutinizes every talent, and it is He who will judge every man's work.
He has not laid this work of judging upon any man; they have mistaken their calling. There must be no
exalting one's self above others.
God has not committed to any finite man the work of judging others, for man's judgment would be
biased by his peculiar traits of character. Neither had He laid it upon any man to bind the conscience of
another, or to pass judgment upon His holy Word, defining what is inspired and what is human. Unless
sanctified, soul, body, and spirit, man will be in danger of manifesting an unkindly spirit toward his
brother who does not agree with his ideas. There is no such narrowness with God.
The enemy of God and man is here on the ground where important interests are centered, at the
heart of the work, to misrepresent, to create suspicion and misapprehensions. From this night's work
there will imaginings, cruel and unjust misunderstandings that will work like leaven in every church,

and close hearts to the strivings of the Spirit of God. Unless the Lord in His mercy shall lift up a
standard for us against the enemy, kindness will be requited with suspicions and insult; faithful
warnings and admonitions sent from God will be scorned by some, unheeded by others, and the
influence of this meeting will be as far-reaching as eternity.
The spirit manifested is not of Christ. The outgrowth of this will be that some will turn away from
light and others will come to a standstill in spiritual growth, because from this hour blindness of mind
and self-righteousness will take the place in their experience of justice, mercy, and the love of God.
The seeds of disaffection and disunion will be scattered broadcast, and all because men allow their
own spirit to control them and make them unsympathetic and unimpressible, like moral icebergs,
cold, sunless, dark, and forbidding. The result will be ruin to souls. The church at Battle Creek has been
blessed with great privileges, but the work that should have been done in it to make these privileges and
opportunities tend to spiritual health and growth, has been neglected.
The Lord is willing to bestow great light upon those who open their hearts to its divine rays. Those
who have marked out a certain course in which the light must come will fail to receive it, for God
works in His own appointed way. It will be said of some here, unless they quickly change their present
attitude, "Ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that
were entering in, ye hindered" Luke 11:52. The church needs earnest and persevering labor.
Manuscript Release Volume 12, 372, 373.
"Master," he said, "we saw one casting out devils in Thy name, and he followeth not us: and we forbade
him, because he followeth not us."
James and John had thought that in checking this man they had had in view their Lord's honor; they
began to see that they were jealous for their own. They acknowledged their error, and accepted the
reproof of Jesus, "Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in My name, that can
lightly speak evil of Me." None who showed themselves in any way friendly to Christ were to be
repulsed. There were many who had been deeply moved by the character and the work of Christ, and
whose hearts were opening to Him in faith; and the disciples, who could not read motives, must be
careful not to discourage these souls. When Jesus was no longer personally among them, and the work
was left in their hands, they must not indulge a narrow, exclusive spirit, but manifest the same farreaching sympathy which they had seen in their Master.
The fact that one does not in all things conform to our personal ideas or opinions will not justify us
in forbidding him to labor for God. Christ is the Great Teacher; we are not to judge or to command,
but in humility each is to sit at the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him. Every soul whom God has made
willing is a channel through which Christ will reveal His pardoning love. How careful we should be lest
we discourage one of God's light bearers, and thus intercept the rays that He would have shine to the
world!
Harshness or coldness shown by a disciple toward one whom Christ was drawing--such an act as
that of John in forbidding one to work miracles in Christ's name--might result in turning the feet into
the path of the enemy, and causing the loss of a soul. Rather than for one to do this, said Jesus, "it is
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea." And He
added, "If thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life maimed,
rather than having thy two hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire. And if thy foot cause

thee to stumble, cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life halt, rather than having thy two feet to
be cast into hell." Mark 9:43-45, R. V. Desire of Ages 437, 438
For a time the Baptist's influence over the nation had been greater than that of its rulers, priests, or
princes. If he had announced himself as the Messiah, and raised a revolt against Rome, priests and
people would have flocked to his standard. Every consideration that appeals to the ambition of the
world's conquerors Satan had stood ready to urge upon John the Baptist. But with the evidence before
him of his power, he had steadfastly refused the splendid bribe. The attention which was fixed upon
him he had directed to Another.
Now he saw the tide of popularity turning away from himself to the Saviour. Day by day the crowds
about him lessened. When Jesus came from Jerusalem to the region about Jordan, the people flocked
to hear Him. The number of His disciples increased daily. Many came for baptism, and while Christ
Himself did not baptize, He sanctioned the administration of the ordinance by His disciples. Thus He set
His seal upon the mission of His forerunner. But the disciples of John looked with jealousy upon the
growing popularity of Jesus. They stood ready to criticize His work, and it was not long before they
found occasion. A question arose between them and the Jews as to whether baptism availed to cleanse
the soul from sin; they maintained that the baptism of Jesus differed essentially from that of John. Soon
they were in dispute with Christ's disciples in regard to the form of words proper to use at baptism, and
finally as to the right of the latter to baptize at all.
The disciples of John came to him with their grievances, saying, "Rabbi, He that was with thee
beyond Jordan, to whom thou bearest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to
Him." Desire of Ages 178.
"If thy right hand causeth thee to stumble, cut it off, and cast it from thee."
Matthew 5:30, R.V.
To prevent disease from spreading to the body and destroying life, a man would submit to part even
with his right hand. Much more should he be willing to surrender that which imperils the life of the
soul.
Through the gospel, souls that are degraded and enslaved by Satan are to be redeemed to share the
glorious liberty of the sons of God. God's purpose is not merely to deliver from the suffering that is the
inevitable result of sin, but to save from sin itself. The soul, corrupted and deformed, is to be purified,
transformed, that it may be clothed in "the beauty of the Lord our God," "conformed to the image of His
Son." "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him." Psalm 90:17; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 2:9. Eternity alone
can reveal the glorious destiny to which man, restored to God's image, may attain.
In order for us to reach this high ideal, that which causes the soul to stumble must be sacrificed. It
is through the will that sin retains its hold upon us. The surrender of the will is represented as
plucking out the eye or cutting off the hand. Often it seems to us that to surrender the will to God is
to consent to go through life maimed or crippled. But it is better, says Christ, for self to be maimed,
wounded, crippled, if thus you may enter into life. That which you look upon as disaster is the door to
highest benefit.

God is the fountain of life, and we can have life only as we are in communion with Him. Separated
from God, existence may be ours for a little time, but we do not possess life. "She that liveth in
pleasure is dead while she liveth." 1 Timothy 5:6. Only through the surrender of our will to God is it
possible for Him to impart life to us. Only by receiving His life through self-surrender is it possible, said
Jesus, for these hidden sins, which I have pointed out, to be overcome. It is possible that you may
bury them in your hearts and conceal them from human eyes, but how will you stand in God's
presence?
If you cling to self, refusing to yield your will to God, you are choosing death. To sin, wherever
found, God is a consuming fire. If you choose sin, and refuse to separate from it, the presence of God,
which consumes sin, must consume you.
It will require a sacrifice to give yourself to God; but it is a sacrifice of the lower for the higher, the
earthly for the spiritual, the perishable for the eternal. God does not design that our will should be
destroyed, for it is only through its exercise that we can accomplish what He would have us do. Our will
is to be yielded to Him, that we may receive it again, purified and refined, and so linked in sympathy
with the Divine that He can pour through us the tides of His love and power. However bitter and painful
this surrender may appear to the willful, wayward heart, yet "it is profitable for thee." Thoughts on the
Mount of Blessings 60-62.
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As something strange and new, these words fall upon the ears of the wondering multitude. Such
teaching is contrary to all they have ever heard from priest or rabbi. They see in it nothing to flatter
their pride or to feed their ambitious hopes. But there is about this new Teacher a power that holds
them spellbound. The sweetness of divine love flows from His very presence as the fragrance from a
flower. His words fall like "rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth." Psalm 72:6. All
feel instinctively that here is One who reads the secrets of the soul, yet who comes near to them with
tender compassion. Their hearts open to Him, and, as they listen, the Holy Spirit unfolds to them
something of the meaning of that lesson which humanity in all ages so needs to learn. Thoughts on the
Mount of Blessings 6.
"And if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know it." 1
Cor. 8:2. How many people does that cover? "Any man," all of us that have come here. Anyone then
who has come here, will it refer to us as personally as that? Every one. Any one of us then who have
come here, that thinks he knows anything, how much does that cover? Thinks he knows how much?
Thinks he knows what? "Anything." Does that cover all things then? Yes sir. Then the text covers all
people and all things that may be known. Then if any one of us thinks he knows anything, what does he
know? How much does he know? He knows nothing yet as he ought to.

Well, then, we will all assent that that is true, shall we? Just set that down for yourself. If you came here
thinking you knew something, you must decide you do not know that as you ought to know it. Then shall
we come to this study in that way? Shall we all come to this study tomorrow, next day, each time we
come here, and just settle it in our minds that we do not know anything as we ought to know it? I do not
care if it is the oldest minister in our ranks; he must come and say, "I do not know anything yet as I
ought to know it; teach thou me." And we will learn. Every one that comes to this house that way will
learn something every lesson he hears. And this includes that same oldest minister in the ranks. He will
learn more than any of the rest of us, if he sits down like that. But how long a time does that text cover?
How long will it remain there? Will we go beyond that time during this institute, think you? No sir. Very
good then, we have that settled, for the whole institute, if we thought we knew anything.
There are some things we thought we knew pretty well. If there is one thing we thought we knew, just
put it down, we don't know anything. We are always learning the most out of those texts that we
already know best. Don't forget that. We are always learning the most out of the texts with which we
are already the most familiar. Then don't you see that anyone who takes any text or thought, and
studies upon it for a long time and thinks he has got all the thought out of it that is in it, he just shuts
himself off there? When he says, "Now I know it," he shuts himself off from learning what is really in
that text.
Brother Porter here in the lesson of the previous hour spoke to us of God's purpose in making known to
us these things. What kind of purpose was that spoken of? An "eternal purpose." And the Scripture is
God's expression to us of His thoughts in that eternal purpose. The Scripture is the expression of God's
thoughts on that purpose, in carrying out and setting forth and making known that purpose. Well then,
what kind of purpose is it? Eternal. How deep then are His thoughts? How far-reaching is that purpose?
Eternal. How deep then are the thoughts expressed in the scriptures? Eternal. In how many expressions
in the Scriptures and in how many scriptures is the thought of eternal depth? In how many passages?
Every one. Then it does take all the Scriptures that are written for the Lord to express to us what he
wants to tell us, of His eternal purpose? Yes sir. Then how deep is the thought in each passage of
Scripture and the words that are used to tell it? Eternal. Then just as soon as any man catches one of
these thoughts and thinks, I know it now and have got it, how far short is he? How far short is he from
having the thought that is really there, from having the thought that is in that passage? (Voices: As far as
his mind is from God's mind). When he says, I have the truth; I have the thought, he has shut up his own
mind from the wisdom of the knowledge of God, putting himself and his own mind in the place of God
and His thoughts. The man that does that cannot learn any more. Don't you see, that at that instant he
shuts himself out forever from learning? And the man who does that, of course can learn nothing
beyond himself, and of course will never have the knowledge of God.
The expressions of thought conveyed in the statements of the Scriptures are as eternal depths. Then
what limit can we set to ourselves in the study of these? No limit at all. Then does not that present the
splendid picture and the grand prospect that the eternal and the whole mind of God is wide open before
us for us to study upon? Well then, let us not forget that that is the field of study upon which we are to
enter.
We have been in it a good while, and let us be careful that we do not think we know something. Let us
be sure that we have not been inveigled into the idea of thinking that we know something as we are to
know it. Let us just settle it now by the word of God that we do not know that thing at all. There is

knowledge in each line of thought for us to catch. And until all the depths and eternities are past we will
never get to the place where we will have the right to think we know that thing and are done with it.
Shall we? Well then, I am glad to know that we have such a subject as that to study upon, and such a
length of time as that (eternity) in which to study it. Well then let us be glad to start with. That text is
going to remain with us as long as we are in the world at least, and it won't go then; it will go in this
shape of course; the Bible, the word of God as put up in this shape, will go. No doubt these Bibles will be
burned up just as any other book of paper and leather. But the word of God will not be burned up. That
text in this shape (in print) will last as long as the world does, but after that it will still exist in this
shape (the body). Then that text will still remain with us all the time, even eternally. "And if any man
think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know." No, no man knows it.
Are not you glad, brethren, are not you glad? January 27, 1893, General Conference Daily Bulletin 6, 7.
Jeremiah 31-31-33 and Hebrews 8:10
Romans 13

