“God is sifting His people. He will have a clean and holy church. We cannot read the heart
of man. But the Lord has provided means to keep the church pure. A corrupt people has arisen who
could not live with the people of God. They despised reproof, and would not be corrected. They
had an opportunity to know that theirs was an unrighteous warfare. They had time to repent of
their wrongs; but self was too dear to die. They nourished it, and it grew strong, and they separated
from the trusting people of God, whom He is purifying unto Himself. We all have reason to thank
God that a way has been opened to save the church; for the wrath of God must have come upon us
if these corrupt pretenders had remained with us.
“Every honest soul that may be deceived by these disaffected ones, will have true light in
regard to them, if every angel from heaven has to visit them, to enlighten their minds. We have
nothing to fear in this matter. As we near the judgment, all will manifest their true character,
and it will be made plain to what company they belong. The sieve is moving. Let us not say:
Stay Thy hand, O God. The church must be purged, and it will be. God reigns; let the people praise
Him. I have not the most distant thought of sinking down. I mean to be right and do right. The
judgment is to set, the books are to be opened, and we are to be judged according to our deeds. All
the falsehoods that may be framed against me will not make me any worse, nor any better unless
they have a tendency to drive me nearer my Redeemer.” Testimonies, volume 1, 99, 100.
The Winds—Ezekiel 37:9; Revelation 7:1–3 (His Rough Wind) Isaiah 27:8–9. (Rough:
H7186—severe
“‘The true people of God, who have the spirit of the work of the Lord and the salvation of
souls at heart, will ever view sin in its real, sinful character. They will always be on the side of
faithful and plain dealing with sins which easily beset the people of God. Especially in the closing
work for the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and forty-four thousand who are
to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they feel most deeply the wrongs of God’s
professed people. This is forcibly set forth by the prophet’s illustration of the last work under the
figure of the men each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among them was clothed
with linen, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side. ‘And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst
of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh
and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.’’ Testimonies, volume 3,
266, 367.
“The sealing time is very short, and will soon be over. Now is the time, while the four
angels are holding the four winds, to make our calling and election sure.” Early Writings, 59.
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“The Lord God is a jealous God, yet He bears long with the sins and transgressions of His
people in this generation. If the people of God had walked in His counsel, the work of God would
have advanced, the messages of truth would have been borne to all people that dwell on the face
of the whole earth. Had the people of God believed Him and been doers of His word, had they
kept His commandments, the angel would not have come flying through heaven with the message
to the four angels that were to let loose the winds that they should blow upon the earth crying,
Hold, hold the four winds that they blow not upon the earth until I have sealed the servants of God
in their foreheads. But because the people are disobedient, unthankful, unholy, as were ancient
Israel, time is prolonged that all may hear the last message of mercy proclaimed with a loud voice.
The Lord’s work has been hindered, the sealing time delayed. Many have not heard the truth. But
the Lord will give them a chance to hear and be converted, and the great work of God will go
forward.” Manuscript Releases, volume 15, 293.
THE CLOSING WORK
“The results of the circulation of this book [The Great Controversy] are not to be judged
by what now appears. By reading it, some souls will be aroused, and will have courage to unite
themselves at once with those who keep the commandments of God. But a much larger number
who read it will not take their position until they see the very events taking place that are foretold
in it. The fulfillment of some of the predictions will inspire faith that others also will come to pass,
and when the earth is lightened with the glory of the Lord, in the closing work, many souls
will take their position on the commandments of God as the result of this agency.” The 1888
Materials, 309.
“In the typical system, which was a shadow of the sacrifice and priesthood of Christ, the
cleansing of the sanctuary was the last service performed by the high priest in the yearly round of
ministration. It was the closing work of the atonement—a removal or putting away of sin from
Israel. It prefigured the closing work in the ministration of our High Priest in heaven, in the
removal or blotting out of the sins of His people, which are registered in the heavenly records.
This service involves a work of investigation, a work of judgment; and it immediately precedes
the coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; for when He comes,
every case has been decided. Says Jesus: ‘My reward is with Me, to give every man according as
his work shall be.’ Revelation 22:12. It is this work of judgment, immediately preceding the
Second Advent, that is announced in the first angel’s message of Revelation 14:7: ‘Fear God, and
give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.’” The Great Controversy, 352.
“Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the atonement. Momentous
are the interests involved therein. The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many
years this work has been in progress. Soon—none know how soon—it will pass to the cases of the
living. In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review. At this time above all
others it behooves every soul to heed the Savior’s admonition: ‘Watch and pray: for ye know not
when the time is.’ Mark 13:33. ‘If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief,
and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.’ Revelation 3:3.
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“When the work of the investigative judgment closes, the destiny of all will have been
decided for life or death. Probation is ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord in
the clouds of heaven. Christ in the Revelation, looking forward to that time, declares: ‘He that is
unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous
let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly;
and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be.’ Revelation 22:11,
12.” The Great Controversy, 490.
Daniel 7:13.
“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing of the
sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of Days,
as presented in Daniel 7:13; and the coming of the Lord to His temple, foretold by Malachi, are
descriptions of the same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the
marriage, described by Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.” The Great
Controversy, 426.
“This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: ‘The Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he
shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.’ The coming of the Lord to his temple was sudden,
unexpected, to his people. They were not looking for him there. They expected him to come to
the earth, ‘in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel.’” Southern Watchman, January 24, 1905.
“Malachi 3:1–4 quoted.
“A refining, purifying process is going on among the people of God, and the Lord of
hosts has set his hand to this work. This process is most trying to the soul, but it is necessary in
order that defilement may be removed. Trials are essential in order that we may be brought close
to our heavenly Father, in submission to his will, that we may offer unto the Lord an offering in
righteousness. God’s work of refining and purifying the soul must go on until his servants are so
humbled, so dead to self, that when called into active service, they may have an eye single to the
glory of God.” Review and Herald, April 10, 1894.
A TWO-EDGED SWORD
“The words of the Lord in Malachi 3:1–3 lay down the work essential to be done in the
church of God: Malachi 3:1–3 quoted. A message which is as a two-edged sword must be given
to the people, to clear away the evils that are seen among them. A living testimony that will awaken
the paralyzed conscience is to be borne.” Review and Herald, December 1, 1896.
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“I was pointed back to the proclamation of the first advent of Christ. John was sent in the
spirit and power of Elijah to prepare the way of Jesus. Those who rejected the testimony of John
were not benefited by the teachings of Jesus. Their opposition to the message that foretold His
coming placed them where they could not readily receive the strongest evidence that He was the
Messiah. Satan led on those who rejected the message of John to go still farther, to reject and
crucify Christ. In doing this they placed themselves where they could not receive the blessing
on the day of Pentecost, which would have taught them the way into the heavenly sanctuary.”
Early Writings, 259.
“The voice of John was lifted up like a trumpet. His commission was, ‘Shew my people
their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins’ (Isaiah 58:1). He had obtained no human
scholarship. God and nature had been his teachers. But one was needed to prepare the way before
Christ who was bold enough to make his voice heard like the prophets of old, summoning the
degenerate nation to repentance.” Selected Messages, book 2, 148.
WORK OF PREPARATION IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH
“Brethren, to whom the truths of God’s word have been opened, what part will you act in
the closing scenes of this world’s history? Are you awake to these solemn realities? Do you realize
the grand work of preparation that is going on in heaven and on earth? Let all who have
received the light, who have had the opportunity of reading and hearing the prophecy, take heed
to those things that are written therein; ‘for the time is at hand.’ Let none now tamper with sin, the
source of every misery in our world. No longer remain in lethargy and stupid indifference. Let not
the destiny of your soul hang upon an uncertainty. Know that you are fully on the Lord’s side. Let
the inquiry go forth from sincere hearts and trembling lips, ‘Who shall be able to stand?’ Have
you, in these last precious hours of probation, been putting the very best material into your
character-building? Have you been purifying your souls from every stain? Have you followed the
light? Have your works corresponded to your profession of faith? Is the softening, subduing
influence of the grace of God working upon you? Have you hearts that can feel, eyes that can see,
ears that can hear? Is it in vain that the declaration of eternal truth has been made concerning the
nations of the earth? They are under condemnation, preparing for the judgments of God; and in
this day, which is big with eternal results, the people chosen to be the depositaries of momentous
truth ought to be abiding in Christ.” General Conference Bulletin, July 1, 1902.
TODAY
“Says the prophet: ‘Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He
appeareth? for He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: and He shall sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.’ Malachi 3:2, 3. Those who are living upon
the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight
of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified
from sin by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort they
must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative judgment is going forward
in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, there
is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God’s people upon earth.
This work is more clearly presented in the messages of Revelation 14.

4

“When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ will be ready for
His appearing. ‘Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years.’ Malachi 3:4. Then the church which our Lord at His
coming is to receive to Himself will be a ‘glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.’ Ephesians 5:27. Then she will look ‘forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the
sun, and terrible as an army with banners.’ Song of Solomon 6:10.” The Great Controversy, 427.
1888
“Questions were asked at that time. ‘Sister White, do you think that the Lord has any new
and increased light for us as a people?’ I answered, ‘Most assuredly. I do not only think so, but
can speak understandingly. I know that there is precious truth to be unfolded to us if we are the
people that are to stand in the day of God’s preparation.’” Selected Messages, book 3, 174.
“I cannot express to you the intense desire of my soul that you should all seek the Lord
most earnestly while he may be found. We are in the day of God’s preparation. Let nothing be
regarded as of sufficient worth to draw your minds from the work of preparing for the great day
of Judgment. Get ready. Let not cold unbelief hold your souls away from God; but let his love
burn on the altar of your hearts.” Testimonies, volume 5, 592.
PREPARATION DAY
“This has been repeated to me so many times, ‘It is the day of God’s preparation to
prepare a people to stand in the day of the Lord.’” Sermons and Talks, volume 2, 90.
“This is the day of the Lord’s preparation. He says: ‘Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.’ The
great work from which the mind should not be diverted, is the consideration of our safety in the
sight of God. The storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we prepared to meet it? Are our feet
on the Rock of Ages? Are we one with Christ, as he is one with the Father?” Review and Herald,
December 27, 1898.
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“The third angel’s message must go over the land, and awaken the people, and call their
attention to the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. Another angel unites his voice with
the third angel, and the earth is lighted with its glory. The light increases, and it shines out to all
the nations of the earth. It is to go forth as a light that burneth. It will be attended with great power,
until its golden beams have fallen upon every tongue, every people, and every nation upon the face
of the whole earth. Let me ask you, What you are doing to prepare for this work? Are you building
for eternity? You must remember that this angel represents the people that have this message
to give to the world. Are you among that people? Do you really believe that this work in
which we are engaged is truly the third angel’s message? If so, then you understand that we
have a mighty work to do, and that we ought to be about it. We must sanctify ourselves by a
strict obedience to the truth, placing ourselves in right relation to God and his work. As the truth
goes forth, Satan intensifies his zeal to defeat its progress by presenting pleasing delusions. As
we urge the truth, he urges his errors. He will stir up his agents, in view of the coming of the Lord,
to go out and cry, ‘Lo! here is Christ, and lo! there is Christ.’ And here arises this superstition, and
there arises that heresy. And tell me, what are we to do about it? I will tell you: we can become
familiar, with the Bible, and read what saith the Lord. Not only the ministers but all who love and
fear God are to do the Master’s work; and that is to let the light that he has given you shine before
all. Here are two companies; one of them is being bound in bundles to burn, the other is being
bound by the cords of truth and love. Satan is binding his followers with the work of iniquity;
Christ is binding together his people in love and faith in the keeping of his commandments. And
this work will increase more and more, and Satan will work to divide and separate God’s people
one from the other. And while he is doing this kind of work, be careful that none of you are found
helping him. We want to put away our cold-heartedness, and let love, tender compassion, true
courtesy, and the spirit of tenderness come into our midst. Here we are in the waiting time, in the
day of God’s preparation. Here in this world we are to fit up for these great trials that are soon
coming upon us. And yet some of us act as though we had a whole millennium before us in which
to accomplish the work. But, says the text, ‘Watch and pray; for ye know not when the time is.’
And what Christ said to his disciples, I say unto you, ‘Take ye heed, watch and pray,’ that when
the Master comes to reckon with his servants, you may receive from him the crown of life laid up
for the overcomer, and rejoice with him in his kingdom.” Review and Herald, August 18, 1885.
“Satan is striving to gain every advantage. He desires to secure, not only students, but
teachers. He has his plans laid. Disguised as an angel of light, he will walk the earth as a
wonder-worker. In beautiful language he will present lofty sentiments. Good words will be
spoken by him, and good deeds performed. Christ will be personified, but on one point there will
be a marked distinction. Satan will turn the people from the law of God. Notwithstanding this, so
well will he counterfeit righteousness, that if it were possible, he would deceive the very elect.
Crowned heads, presidents, rulers in high places, will bow to his false theories. Instead of giving
place to criticism, division, jealousy, and rivalry, those in our schools should be one in Christ.
Only thus can they resist the temptations of the arch-deceiver.

6

“Time is passing, and God calls for every watchman to be in his place. He has been pleased
to lead us to a crisis greater than any since our Savior’s first advent. What shall we do? God’s Holy
Spirit has told us what to do; but, as the Jews in Christ’s day rejected light and chose darkness, so
will the religious world reject the message for today. Men professing godliness have despised
Christ in the person of his messengers. Like the Jews, they reject God’s message. The Jews asked
regarding Christ, ‘Who is this? Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He was not the Christ that the Jews had
looked for. So today the agencies that God sends are not what men have looked for. But the Lord
will not ask any man by whom to send. He will send by whom he will. Men may not be able to
understand why God sends this one or that one. His work may be a matter of curiosity. God will
not satisfy this curiosity; and his word will not return unto him void.
“Let the work of preparing a people to stand in the day of God’s preparation be entered
upon by all who believe the word. During the last few years serious work has been done. Serious
questions have agitated the minds of those who believe present truth. The light of the Sun of
Righteousness has been shining in every place, and by some it has been received, and perseveringly
held. The work has been carried forward in Christ’s lines.
“Every soul that names the name of Christ should be under service. All should say, ‘Here
am I; send me.’ The lips that are willing to speak, though unclean, will be touched with the
living coal, and purified. They will be enabled to speak words that will burn their way to the soul.
The time will come when men will be called to give an account for the souls to whom they should
have communicated light, but who have not received it. Those who have thus failed in their duty,
who have been given light, but who have not cherished it, so that they have none to impart, are
classed in the books of heaven with those that are at enmity with God, not subject to his will or
under his guidance.” Review and Herald, August 17, 1897.
“Satan has been having things his own way; but the Lord has raised up men and given them
a solemn message to bear to His people, to wake up the mighty men to prepare for battle, for the
day of God’s preparation. This message Satan sought to make of none effect, and when every
voice and every pen should have been intensely at work to stay the workings and powers of Satan
there was a drawing apart; there were differences of opinion. This was not at all the way of the
Lord. At this meeting the subject of the law in Galatians was brought before the ministers. This
subject had been brought into the conference three years before. We have a letter, extracts from
which we will here present, which letter was written while in Basel, Switzerland, and sent to
Brethren A. T. Jones and E. J. Waggoner. . . .
“Questions were asked at that time. ‘Sister White, do you think that the Lord has any new
and increased light for us as a people?’ I answered, ‘Most assuredly. I do not only think so, I but
can speak understandingly. I know that there is precious truth to be unfolded to us if we are the
people that are to stand in the day of God’s preparation.’” Manuscript Releases, volume 12, 186,
195.
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