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The Omega Apostasy
The First and the Last Test

The First Test
And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom
he had formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Genesis 2:8,9.

Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every
tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent
said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord
God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. Genesis 3:1-8.

The Alpha and the Omega
Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and
there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure. Isaiah 46:9,10.
I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Revelation 1:8.
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The Tree of Life
And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the
river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit
every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. Revelation
22:1,2.

The seed is the word of God. Luke 8:11

The Tree of Life vs. The Tree of Knowledge
“Satan desired to make it appear that this knowledge of good mingled with evil
would be a blessing, and that in forbidding them to take of the fruit of the tree, God
was withholding great good. He urged that it was because of its wonderful properties
for imparting wisdom and power that God had forbidden them to taste it, that He was
thus seeking to prevent them from reaching a nobler development and finding
greater happiness. He declared that he himself had eaten of the forbidden fruit, and as
a result had acquired the power of speech; and that if they also would eat of it, they
would attain to a more exalted sphere of existence and enter a broader field of
knowledge.
“While Satan claimed to have received great good by eating of the forbidden tree,
he did not let it appear that by transgression he had become an outcast from
heaven. Here was falsehood, so concealed under a covering of apparent truth
that Eve, infatuated, flattered, beguiled, did not discern the deception. She
coveted what God had forbidden; she distrusted His wisdom. She cast away faith,
the key of knowledge.” Education, 24.
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
1Corinthians 13:13.
“It is a fact widely ignored, though never without danger, that error rarely appears for
what it really is. It is by mingling with or attaching itself to truth that it gains
acceptance. The eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil caused the ruin of our
first parents, and the acceptance of a mingling of good and evil is the ruin of men
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and women today. The mind that depends upon the judgment of others is certain,
sooner or later, to be misled.” Education, 230.

Fig Leaves Will Not Cover Sin
“Adam and Eve both ate of the fruit, and obtained a knowledge which, had they obeyed
God, they would never have had,—an experience in disobedience and disloyalty to
God,—the knowledge that they were naked. The garment of innocence, a covering
from God, which surrounded them, departed; and they supplied the place of this
heavenly garment by sewing together fig-leaves for aprons.
“This is the covering that the transgressors of the law of God have used since the days
of Adam and Eve’s disobedience. They have sewed together fig-leaves to cover their
nakedness, caused by transgression. The fig-leaves represent the arguments used
to cover disobedience. When the Lord calls the attention of men and women to the
truth, the making of fig-leaves into aprons will be begun, to hide the nakedness of the
soul. But the nakedness of the sinner is not covered. All the arguments pieced together
by all who have interested themselves in this flimsy work will come to naught” The
Review and Herald, November 15, 1898.

I Told You Before
And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. For
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. Matthew
24:4,5.
Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there
shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told
you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not
forth: behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not. Matthew 24:23-26.

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to
destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree
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bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils?
and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Matthew 7:13-23.
• The people who say Lord, Lord are brethren in this movement.

The Love for the Truth
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not
charity, I am nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:2.
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie. 2 Thessalonians 2:10,11.
• Paul speaks about the daily in 2 Thessalonians 2. Because they don't have the love
for the truth about the daily they´ll believe a lie. One of the subjects in the Alpha
apostasy was the Daily. So will people in the Omega, because they don't have the
love for the truth believe a lie.

Mark Them Which Cause Divisions
Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. Isaiah 58:1.
And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all
the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others he said in
mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither
have ye pity. Ezekiel 8:4,5.
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they that are
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such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. Romans 16:17,18.

Neutral Ground?
“If God abhors one sin above another, of which his people are guilty, it is of doing
nothing in a case of emergency. Indifference or neutrality in a religious crisis is regarded
of God as a grievous crime; and equal to the very worst type of hostility against God.”
The Review and Harald, September 30, 1873, par. 9.
• Story: A young person is walking on a big, giant wall. On one said is Christ and his
angels calling for him, on the other side is Satan and his angels, but none is calling
him. He asked Satan: How come that Christ is calling me and you are not calling me?
Satan answered: because the wall belongs to me.

As an Angel of Light
“Satanic agencies are clothing false theories in an attractive garb, even as Satan in
the Garden of Eden concealed his identity from our first parents by speaking
through the serpent. These agencies are instilling into human minds that which in
reality is deadly error. The hypnotic influence of Satan will rest upon those who turn
from the plain word of God to pleasing fables.
“It is those who have had the most light that Satan most assiduously seeks to
ensnare. He knows that if he can deceive them, they will, under his control, clothe
sin with garments of righteousness, and lead many astray.
“I say to all: Be on your guard; for as an angel of light Satan is walking in every
assembly of Christian workers, and in every church, trying to win the members to his
side. I am bidden to give to the people of God the warning: “Be not deceived; God is not
mocked.” Galatians 6:7.” Counsels for the Church, 324.

So-called New Light Will Deceive Many
“Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God in the general ruin that is coming
upon the earth. As the coming of Christ draws nigh, he will be more determined
and decisive in his efforts to overthrow them. Men and women will arise
professing to have some new light or some new revelation whose tendency is to
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unsettle faith in the old landmarks. Their doctrines will not bear the test of God's
word, yet souls will be deceived.
“False reports will be circulated, and some will be taken in this snare. They will
believe these rumors and in their turn will repeat them, and thus a link will be formed
connecting them with the archdeceiver. This spirit will not always be manifested in an
open defiance of the messages that God sends, but a settled unbelief is expressed in
many ways. Every false statement that is made feeds and strengthens this unbelief, and
through this means many souls will be balanced in the wrong direction.
“We cannot be too watchful against every form of error, for Satan is constantly
seeking to draw men from the truth.” Counsels for the Church, 344.
“Let all our brethren and sisters beware of any one who would set a time for the Lord to
fulfill his word in regard to his coming, or in regard to any other promise he has made of
special significance. "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power." False teachers may appear to be very zealous for the
work of God, and may expend means to bring their theories before the world and the
church; but as they mingle error with truth, their message is one of deception, and
will lead souls into false paths. They are to be met, and opposed, not because
they are bad men, but because they are teachers of falsehood, and are
endeavoring to put upon falsehood the stamp of truth. What a pity it is that men will
go to such pains to discover some theory of error, when there is a whole storehouse
of precious gems of truth by which the people might be enriched in the most holy faith.
Instead of teaching truth, they let their imagination dwell upon that which is new
and strange, and throw themselves out of harmony with those whom God is
using to bring the people up upon the platform of truth. They cast aside all that has
been said in regard to unity of sentiment and feeling, and trample upon the prayer of
Christ as though the unity for which he prayed was unessential, that there is no
necessity for his followers to be one, even as he is one with the Father. They go off on
a tangent, and Jehu- like, call to their brethren to follow their example of zeal for
the Lord. If their zeal led them to work in the same lines in which their brethren who
have carried the heat and burden of the day, are working; if they were as persevering
to overcome discouragements and obstacles as their brethren have been, they might
well be imitated, and God would accept them. But men are to be condemned who
start out with a proclamation of wonderful light, and yet draw away from the
agents whom God is leading. This was the way in which Korah, Dathan, and Abiram
did, and their action is recorded as a warning to all others. We are not to do as they
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have done,--accuse and condemn those upon whom God has laid the burden of
the work.” Review and Harald, September 12, 1893 par. 6.

Waymarks Must Be Preserved
Today Satan is seeking opportunities to tear down the waymarks of truth,—the
monuments that have been raised up along the way; and we need the experience of the
aged workers who have built their house upon the solid rock, who through evil report as
well as good report have been steadfast to the truth.” Gospel Workers, 103.
„The great waymarks of truth, showing us our bearings in prophetic history, are to
be carefully guarded, lest they be torn down, and replaced with theories that would
bring confusion rather than genuine light.“ Selected Messages, book 2, 101,102.

Heresies will separate the chaff from the wheat
“God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies will come in among them,
which will sift them, separating the chaff from the wheat. The Lord calls upon all
who believe His word to awake out of sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate for
this time. It is Bible truth, showing the perils that are right upon us. This light should
lead us to a diligent study of the Scriptures and a most critical examination of the
positions which we hold. God would have all the bearings and positions of truth
thoroughly and perseveringly searched, with prayer and fasting. Believers are not to
rest in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what constitutes truth. Their faith
must be firmly founded upon the word of God so that when the testing time shall
come and they are brought before councils to answer for their faith they may be
able to give a reason for the hope that is in them, with meekness and fear.”
Testimonies for the Church, volume 5, 706,707.
“It is necessary that something should be done to guard the interests of those
who believe the truth for this time. Christ has given many warnings to the effect
that false doctrines, false prophets, and false christs would arise and deceive
many. From the light that God has been pleased to give me, His humble servant, I know
that these prophecies have been fulfilling, and testimonies have not been few that have
been given to meet these things as they have come up all along through our religious
7
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experience. Great delusions will arise, and even "of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them." Even Satan
will disguise himself, and appear as Christ.” Counsels to Writers and Editors, 152.

False Sanctification
“The false theory of sanctification had threatened not only the unity and harmony of
families, but the peace and prosperity of the church. Upon this subject I had a special
testimony to bear.
“This false sanctification is most dangerous and deceptive in its influence upon all who
accept it. A peculiar atmosphere surrounds them, an influence which, when brought in
contact with others, if not discerned, is breathed in unconsciously by the receiver. This
atmosphere is charged with poison which is death to spirituality. There are no snares
of Satan more hard to be discerned and defined, and souls be rescued from, than
this delusion.
“Those who accept this bogus sanctification do not hesitate to draw away from
the body and set themselves up as criteria. They claim that the Lord is leading
them, and do not seek counsel of the church, but move out independently,
deceived in themselves and deceiving others. The poison of this so-called
sanctification is inhaled, and the atmosphere, apparently so balmy, is intoxicating and
destructive to those who are charmed with it. Each individual will have an
independence of his own, claiming to be taught of God; therefore no one must
get in their way or interfere with their course of action. This is as Satan would
have it. The voice of the church, God’s delegated power upon earth, is set aside
and despised. These professedly sanctified ones are filled with vain conceit, and
with presumption move on in their own wisdom, exhorting others to come up to
the exalted standard of themselves. They disregard the teachings and prayer of
Christ that his disciples may be one as he was one with the Father, “that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me.” The unity and oneness of the church
was to be the living epistle, known and read of all men. The world was to see in
their harmony and love for each other the life of Christ exemplified.
“Individuals who will strike out upon some new light and some new truth,
independent of the body, are pursuing a course directly contrary to the word of
God. If they have any influence over others, it is to disaffect them and lead them
away from the watchcare, counsel, and strength of the body. And the very ones
who claim sanctification, have in their hearts insubordination, pride, envy, jealousy, and
evil surmising of their brethren. They sit as judges upon the life and character of
8
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their brethren. These are the fruits generally to be found growing upon the tree of
false sanctification. This class have graduated. They suppose they have come to
the knowledge of the truth. If they attend camp-meetings, they will think they are
so far ahead of the servants of God who labor in the meetings that they cannot
learn anything, therefore the word or message of instruction God gives his
servants for the people is not for them. They will generally be found drawing one
or two away, holding them in conversation, imparting to them the great light they
suppose they have; and thus some are deprived of hearing the message of God
to the people. These self deceived men are drawing away souls from the body,
scattering from Christ, and bringing in dissension and division. Individual experience
is set above the authority of the church, and their example leads others whom
they deceive to regard lightly the voice of counsel and admonition of the church.
This course has worked the ruin of very many souls in every age of the world. As
children in the family of God we need the wisdom and experience of matured
Christians to direct, to encourage, and to defend us in times of danger, and to
lead on to constant growth in grace, and to seek daily attainments in the
knowledge of the truth and true holiness.
“In the ministry of Christ and his apostles, those who were converted to the truth were
brought into church relationship; and every stray, lost sheep that was found, was
brought to the fold of the church, that under the direction of the Master, through
the undershepherds, they might go in and out and find pasture. God has instituted
his church and delegated to it his authority and power. He has given it the inspired
oracles, provided it with pastors and teachers to carry forward his work on the earth
when he should leave it. At a later date, when the church was weakened by its
individual members being led into errors, and spiritual life was chilled and palsied by
backslidings, the inspired apostle exclaimed, ‘I am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy.’ ‘But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,
so your minds be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.’ Nothing is so
demoralizing, so enfeebling to the church, as to have her individual members
obtain a burden upon this false sanctification, which leads them away from the
simplicity of the gospel of Christ. Satan always leads this class away from the
church, and leads them to regard the church far behind them in spirituality and
experience. The power and glory of God is revealed in his church. Here God gives the
blessings of his grace. Here he reveals the mysteries of his will.
“There have been and always will be tares among the wheat, the foolish virgins
with the wise, those who have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. There was a
covetous Judas in the church Christ formed on earth, and there will be Judases in the
church in every stage of her history. But because there are such, it does not do
9
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away with the fact that God has a church. There were murmurers, envious and
jealous ones in the tribes of Israel, journeying to the promised Canaan; but,
notwithstanding, God led them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
The deceitful hearts of individuals will lead them astray because they see imperfections
in the church, but these very ones have defective characters that they do not discern.
These very ones are capable of being useful in the church were they connected with the
great Head of the church. But if they choose to be presumptuous, and in selfsufficiency draw off on some tangent, the church will move on without them.
Every member of the church is bound by the most solemn vow to advance its
interests and to labor unselfishly and devotedly for its success.
“The prosperity of the church depends upon the faithfulness, purity, and zealous
action of its individual members. Christ ‘loved the church, and gave himself for it; that
he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and without blemish.’
“If all who are ambitious for distinction above their brethren could estimate to what a
depth of humiliation Christ submitted for their sakes, and learn from the cross of
humiliation to be subject one to another, there would exist in the church a simplicity and
power which would have a telling influence on the world. Through the cross we may
learn the love we should have for our fellowmen, and the value of souls for whom Christ
died, and our works, in self-denial to save the perishing souls around us will correspond
with our faith.” The Signs of the Times, October 23,1879, Art. B.

“Again and again the angel has said to me, ‘Press together, press together, be of
one mind, of one judgment.’ Christ is the Leader, and you are brethren; follow Him.
Walk in the light as He is in the light. Those who walk in the footsteps of Christ shall not
walk in darkness, but those who draw apart in unsanctified independence cannot have
God's presence and blessing in the work.“ Christian Leadership, 11.

The Alpha Apostasy
“The Lord will put new, vital force into His work as human agencies obey the command
to go forth and proclaim the truth. He who declared that His truth would shine forever
will proclaim this truth through faithful messengers, who will give the trumpet a certain
sound. The truth will be criticized, scorned, and derided; but the closer it is examined
and tested, the brighter it will shine.
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“As a people, we are to stand firm on the platform of eternal truth that has withstood test
and trial. We are to hold to the sure pillars of our faith. The principles of truth that God
has revealed to us are our only true foundation. They have made us what we are. The
lapse of time has not lessened their value. It is the constant effort of the enemy to
remove these truths from their setting, and to put in their place spurious theories. He will
bring in everything that he possibly can to carry out his deceptive designs. But the Lord
will raise up men of keen perception, who will give these truths their proper place in the
plan of God.
“I have been instructed by the heavenly messenger that some of the reasoning in the
book, “Living Temple,” is unsound and that this reasoning would lead astray the minds
of those who are not thoroughly established on the foundation principles of present
truth. It introduces that which is naught but speculation in regard to the personality of
God and where His presence is. No one on this earth has a right to speculate on this
question. The more fanciful theories are discussed, the less men will know of God and
of the truth that sanctifies the soul.
“One and another come to me, asking me to explain the positions taken in “Living
Temple.” I reply, “They are unexplainable.” The sentiments expressed do not give a true
knowledge of God. All through the book are passages of scripture. These scriptures are
brought in in such a way that error is made to appear as truth. Erroneous theories are
presented in so pleasing a way that unless care is taken, many will be misled.
“We need not the mysticism that is in this book. Those who entertain these sophistries
will soon find themselves in a position where the enemy can talk with them, and lead
them away from God. It is represented to me that the writer of this book is on a false
track. He has lost sight of the distinguishing truths for this time. He knows not whither
his steps are tending. The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both
tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which,
therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error.
“About the time that “Living Temple” was published, there passed before me in the night
season, representations indicating that some danger was approaching, and that I must
prepare for it by writing out the things God has revealed to me regarding the foundation
principles of our faith.
“A copy of “Living Temple” was sent me, but it remained in my library, unread. From the
light given me by the Lord, I knew that some of the sentiments advocated in the book,
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did not bear the indorsement of God, and that they were a snare that the enemy had
prepared for the last days. I thought that this would surely be discerned, and that it
would not be necessary for me to say anything about it.
“In the controversy that arose among our brethren regarding the teachings of this book,
those in favor of giving it a wide circulation declared: “It contains the very sentiments
that Sister White has been teaching.” This assertion struck right to my heart. I felt heartbroken; for I knew that this representation of the matter was not true.
“Finally my son said to me, “Mother, you ought to read at least some parts of the book,
that you may see whether they are in harmony with the light that God has given you.”
He sat down beside me, and together we read the preface, and most of the first chapter,
and also paragraphs in other chapters. As we read, I recognized the very sentiments
against which I had been bidden to speak in warning during the early days of my public
labors. When I first left the State of Maine, it was to go through Vermont and
Massachusetts, to bear a testimony against these sentiments. “Living Temple” contains
the alpha of these theories. I knew that the omega would follow in a little while; and I
trembled for our people. I knew that I must warn our brethren and sisters not to enter
into controversy over the presence and personality of God. The statements made in
“Living Temple” in regard to this point are incorrect. The scripture used to substantiate
the doctrine there set forth, is scripture misapplied.
“I am compelled to speak in denial of the claim that the teachings of “Living Temple” can
be sustained by statements from my writings. There may be in this book expressions
and sentiments that are in harmony with my writings. And there may be in my writings
many statements which, taken from their connection, and interpreted according to the
mind of the writer of “Living Temple,” would seem to be in harmony with the teachings of
this book. This may give apparent support to the assertion that the sentiments in “Living
Temple” are in harmony with my writings. But God forbid that this sentiment should
prevail.
“Few can discern the result of entertaining the sophistries advocated by some at this
time. But the Lord has lifted the curtain, and has shown me the result that would follow.
The spiritualistic theories regarding the personality of God, followed to their logical
conclusion, sweep away the whole Christian economy. They estimate as nothing the
light that Christ came from heaven to give John to give to His people. They teach that
the scenes just before us are not of sufficient importance to be given special attention.
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They make of no effect the truth of heavenly origin, and rob the people of God of their
past experience, giving them instead a false science.
“In a vision of the night I was shown distinctly that these sentiments have been looked
upon by some as the grand truths that are to be brought in and made prominent at the
present time. I was shown a platform, braced by solid timbers,—the truths of the Word
of God. Some one high in responsibility in the medical work was directing this man and
that man to loosen the timbers supporting this platform. Then I heard a voice saying,
“Where are the watchmen that ought to be standing on the walls of Zion? Are they
asleep? This foundation was built by the Masterworker, and will stand storm and
tempest. Will they permit this man to present doctrines that deny the past experience of
the people of God? The time has come to take decided action.”
“The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great reformation was
to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation would consist in
giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a process
of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would result? The principles
of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would be discarded.
Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that have sustained the
work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new organization would be
established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy
would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a
wonderful work. The Sabbath, of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the God
who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new movement. The
leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being removed, they would
place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their
foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away the
structure.
“Who has authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. We have our
experience, attested to by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit. We have a truth
that admits of no compromise. Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in harmony
with this truth?
“I hesitated and delayed about the sending out of that which the Spirit of the Lord
impelled me to write. I did not want to be compelled to present the misleading influence
of these sophistries. But in the providence of God, the errors that have been coming in
must be met.
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“Shortly before I sent out the testimonies regarding the efforts of the enemy to
undermine the foundation of our faith through the dissemination of seductive theories, I
had read an incident about a ship in a fog meeting an iceberg. For several nights I slept
but little. I seemed to be bowed down as a cart beneath sheaves. One night a scene
was clearly presented before me. A vessel was upon the waters, in a heavy fog.
Suddenly the lookout cried, “Iceberg just ahead!” There, towering high above the ship,
was a gigantic iceberg. An authoritative voice cried out, “Meet it!” There was not a
moment’s hesitation. It was a time for instant action. The engineer put on full steam, and
the man at the wheel steered the ship straight into the iceberg. With a crash she struck
the ice. There was a fearful shock, and the iceberg broke into many pieces, falling with
a noise like thunder to the deck. The passengers were violently shaken by the force of
the collision, but no lives were lost. The vessel was injured, but not beyond repair. She
rebounded from the contact, trembling from stem to stern, like a living creature. Then
she moved forward on her way.
“Well I knew the meaning of this representation. I had my orders. I had heard the words,
like a voice from our Captain, “Meet it!” I knew what my duty was, and that there was
not a moment to lose. The time for decided action had come. I must without delay obey
the command, “Meet it!”” Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 2, 51-56, published in
1904.

Meet it With a Tool and a Weapon
I am instructed to speak plainly. “Meet it,” is the word spoken to me. “Meet it firmly, and
without delay.” But it is not to be met by our taking our working forces from the
field to investigate doctrines and points of difference. We have no such
investigation to make. In the book Living Temple there is presented the alpha of deadly
heresies. The omega will follow, and will be received by those who are not willing to
heed the warning God has given.” Selected Messages, book 1, 200.

They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, every
one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a weapon.
Nehemiah 4:17.
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