Habakkuk’s Two Tables #49
PART SIX: 1989

EZEKIEL THIRTY-SEVEN
ADVENTISM
“I lay down my pen and lift up my soul in prayer, that the Lord would breathe
upon his backslidden people, which are as dry bones, that they may live.” General
Conference Bulletin, February 4, 1893.
“The dry bones need to be breathed upon by the Holy Spirit of God, that they
may come into action, as by a resurrection from the dead.” Bible Training School,
December 1, 1903.
Ezekiel 37:7–8

NOISE: H6963—From an unused root meaning to call aloud; a voice or sound:— + aloud,
bleating, crackling, cry (+ out), fame, lightness, lowing, noise, + hold peace, [pro-] claim,
proclamation, + sing, sound, + spark, thunder (-ing), voice, + yell.

SHAKING: H7494—From H7493; vibration, bounding, uproar:—commotion, confused
noise, earthquake, fierceness, quaking, rattling, rushing, shaking. H7493—A primitive root; to
undulate (as the earth, the sky, etc.; also a field of grain), particularly through fear;
specifically to spring (as a locust):—make afraid, (re-) move, quake, (make to) shake, (make
to) tremble.
Acts 2:13–21; Joel 1:5

“‘Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were
confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language. And they
were all amazed and marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galileans? and how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?’
“The priests and rulers were greatly enraged at this wonderful manifestation, but
they dared not give way to their malice, for fear of exposing themselves to the violence of
the people. They had put the Nazarene to death; but here were His servants, unlettered
men of Galilee, telling in all the languages then spoken, the story of His life and ministry.
The priests, determined to account for the miraculous power of the disciples in some
natural way, declared that they were drunken from partaking largely of the new
wine prepared for the feast. Some of the most ignorant of the people present seized
upon this suggestion as the truth, but the more intelligent knew it to be false; and those
who understood the different languages testified to the accuracy with which these
languages were used by the disciples.
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“In answer to the accusation of the priests Peter showed that this demonstration
was in direct fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel, wherein he foretold that such power
would come upon men to fit them for a special work. ‘Ye men of Judea, and all ye that
dwell at Jerusalem,’ he said, ‘be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: for these
are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. But this is that
which was spoken by the prophet Joel: And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:
and on My servants and on My handmaidens I will pour out in those days of My Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.’
“With clearness and power Peter bore witness of the death and resurrection of
Christ: ‘Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of
you, as ye yourselves also know: Him . . . ye have taken, and by wicked hands have
crucified and slain: whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because
it was not possible that He should be holden of it.’
“Peter did not refer to the teachings of Christ to prove his position, because he
knew that the prejudice of his hearers was so great that his words on this subject would
be of no effect. Instead, he spoke to them of David, who was regarded by the Jews as
one of the patriarchs of their nation. ‘David speaketh concerning Him,’ he declared: ‘I
foresaw the Lord always before My face, for He is on My right hand, that I should not be
moved: therefore did My heart rejoice, and My tongue was glad; moreover also My flesh
shall rest in hope: because Thou wilt not leave My soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suffer
Thine Holy One to see corruption. . . .
“‘Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with us unto this day.’ ‘He . . . spake of the
resurrection of Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither His flesh did see
corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.’
“The scene is one full of interest. Behold the people coming from all directions to
hear the disciples witness to the truth as it is in Jesus. They press in, crowding the temple.
Priests and rulers are there, the dark scowl of malignity still on their faces, their hearts
still filled with abiding hatred against Christ, their hands uncleansed from the blood shed
when they crucified the world’s Redeemer. They had thought to find the apostles cowed
with fear under the strong hand of oppression and murder, but they find them lifted above
all fear and filled with the Spirit, proclaiming with power the divinity of Jesus of
Nazareth. They hear them declaring with boldness that the One so recently humiliated,
derided, smitten by cruel hands, and crucified, is the Prince of life, now exalted to the
right hand of God.
“Some of those who listened to the apostles had taken an active part in the
condemnation and death of Christ. Their voices had mingled with the rabble in calling for
His crucifixion. When Jesus and Barabbas stood before them in the judgment hall and
Pilate asked, ‘Whom will ye that I release unto you?’ they had shouted, ‘Not this Man,
but Barabbas!’ Matthew 27:17; John 18:40. When Pilate delivered Christ to them, saying,
‘Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for I find no fault in Him;’ ‘I am innocent of the blood of
this just Person,’ they had cried, ‘His blood be on us, and on our children.’ John 19:6;
Matthew 27:24, 25.
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“Now they heard the disciples declaring that it was the Son of God who had been
crucified. Priests and rulers trembled. Conviction and anguish seized the people. ‘They
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?’ Among those who listened to the disciples were devout
Jews, who were sincere in their belief. The power that accompanied the words of the
speaker convinced them that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.
“‘Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call.’
“Peter urged home upon the convicted people the fact that they had rejected
Christ because they had been deceived by priests and rulers; and that if they
continued to look to these men for counsel, and waited for them to acknowledge
Christ before they dared to do so, they would never accept Him. These powerful men,
though making a profession of godliness, were ambitious for earthly riches and glory.
They were not willing to come to Christ to receive light.
“Under the influence of this heavenly illumination the scriptures that Christ had
explained to the disciples stood out before them with the luster of perfect truth. The veil
that had prevented them from seeing to the end of that which had been abolished,
was now removed, and they comprehended with perfect clearness the object of Christ’s
mission and the nature of His kingdom. They could speak with power of the Saviour; and
as they unfolded to their hearers the plan of salvation, many were convicted and
convinced. The traditions and superstitions inculcated by the priests were swept
away from their minds, and the teachings of the Saviour were accepted.” Acts of the
Apostles, 40–43.
“It is with an earnest longing that I look forward to the time when the events of
the day of Pentecost shall be repeated with even greater power than on that occasion.
John says, ‘I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the
earth was lightened with his glory.’ Then, as at the Pentecostal season, the people will
hear the truth spoken to them, every man in his own tongue.
“God can breathe new life into every soul that sincerely desires to serve Him,
and can touch the lips with a live coal from off the altar, and cause them to become
eloquent with His praise. Thousands of voices will be imbued with the power to speak
forth the wonderful truths of God’s Word. The stammering tongue will be unloosed,
and the timid will be made strong to bear courageous testimony to the truth. May the
Lord help His people to cleanse the soul temple from every defilement, and to maintain
such a close connection with Him that they may be partakers of the latter rain when it
shall be poured out.” Review and Herald, July 20, 1886.
Revelation 10:8–10; Jeremiah 15:16–21; Ezekiel 2:1–3:11; Isaiah 6:5–10;
Isaiah 27:1–9
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THE SHAKING
“I saw some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, pleading with God. Their
countenances were pale and marked with deep anxiety, expressive of their internal
struggle. Firmness and great earnestness was expressed in their countenances; large drops
of perspiration fell from their foreheads. Now and then their faces would light up with the
marks of God’s approbation, and again the same solemn, earnest, anxious look would
settle upon them.
“Evil angels crowded around, pressing darkness upon them to shut out Jesus from
their view, that their eyes might be drawn to the darkness that surrounded them, and thus
they be led to distrust God and murmur against Him. Their only safety was in keeping
their eyes directed upward. Angels of God had charge over His people, and as the
poisonous atmosphere of evil angels was pressed around these anxious ones, the heavenly
angels were continually wafting their wings over them to scatter the thick darkness.
“As the praying ones continued their earnest cries, at times a ray of light from
Jesus came to them, to encourage their hearts and light up their countenances. Some, I
saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and pleading. They seemed indifferent
and careless. They were not resisting the darkness around them, and it shut them in like a
thick cloud. The angels of God left these and went to the aid of the earnest, praying ones.
I saw angels of God hasten to the assistance of all who were struggling with all their
power to resist the evil angels and trying to help themselves by calling upon God with
perseverance. But His angels left those who made no effort to help themselves, and I lost
sight of them.
“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would be
caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True Witness to
the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver, and will lead him
to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth. Some will not bear this straight
testimony. They will rise up against it, and this is what will cause a shaking among
God’s people.
“I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The
solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly esteemed,
if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep repentance; all who truly
receive it will obey it and be purified.
“Said the angel, ‘List ye!’ Soon I heard a voice like many musical instruments all
sounding in perfect strains, sweet and harmonious. It surpassed any music I had ever
heard, seeming to be full of mercy, compassion, and elevating, holy joy. It thrilled
through my whole being. Said the angel, ‘Look ye!’ My attention was then turned to the
company I had seen, who were mightily shaken. I was shown those whom I had before
seen weeping and praying in agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels around
them had been doubled, and they were clothed with an armor from their head to their feet.
They moved in exact order, like a company of soldiers. Their countenances expressed the
severe conflict which they had endured, the agonizing struggle they had passed through.
Yet their features, marked with severe internal anguish, now shone with the light and
glory of heaven. They had obtained the victory, and it called forth from them the deepest
gratitude and holy, sacred joy.
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“The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken out and left
by the way. The careless and indifferent, who did not join with those who prized victory
and salvation enough to perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and they
were left behind in darkness, and their places were immediately filled by others taking
hold of the truth and coming into the ranks. Evil angels still pressed around them, but
could have no power over them.
“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great power. It
had effect. Many had been bound; some wives by their husbands, and some children by
their parents. The honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly laid
hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and the truth alone was exalted to them.
They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than
life. I asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, ‘It is the latter rain, the
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.’
“Great power was with these chosen ones. Said the angel, ‘Look ye!’ My
attention was turned to the wicked, or unbelievers. They were all astir. The zeal and
power with the people of God had aroused and enraged them. Confusion, confusion, was
on every side. I saw measures taken against the company who had the light and power of
God. Darkness thickened around them; yet they stood firm, approved of God, and trusting
in Him. I saw them perplexed; next I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Day and
night their cry ceased not: ‘Thy will, O God, be done! If it can glorify Thy name, make a
way of escape for Thy people! Deliver us from the heathen around about us. They have
appointed us unto death; but Thine arm can bring salvation.’ These are all the words
which I can bring to mind. All seemed to have a deep sense of their unworthiness and
manifested entire submission to the will of God; yet, like Jacob, every one, without an
exception, was earnestly pleading and wrestling for deliverance.
“Soon after they had commenced their earnest cry, the angels, in sympathy,
desired to go to their deliverance. But a tall, commanding angel suffered them not. He
said, ‘The will of God is not yet fulfilled. They must drink of the cup. They must be
baptized with the baptism.’” Early Writings, 269–272.
NOT THE PRESENT TRUTH
“Satan is working in many ways, that the very men who ought to preach the
message may be occupied with fine-drawn theories which he will cause to appear of such
magnitude and importance as to fill the whole mind; and while they think they are
making wonderful strides in experience, they are idolizing a few ideas, and their
influence is injured, and tells but little on the Lord’s side. Let every minister make
earnest efforts to ascertain what is the mind of Christ. There are those who pick out from
the Word of God, and also from the Testimonies, detached paragraphs or sentences that
may be interpreted to suit their own ideas, and they dwell upon these, and build
themselves up in their own positions, when God is not leading them. Now all this pleases
the enemy.
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“We should not needlessly take a course that will make differences or cause
dissension. We should not give the impression that if our particular ideas are not
followed, it is because the ministers are lacking in comprehension. There are in the
lessons of Christ subjects in abundance that you can speak upon; and mysteries which
neither you nor your hearers can understand or explain might better be left alone. Give
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself room to teach; let Him by the influence of His Spirit open
to the understanding the wonderful plan of salvation. There is a time of trouble coming to
the people of God, but we are not to keep that constantly before the people, and rein them
up to have a time of trouble beforehand. There is to be a shaking among God’s people;
but this is not the present truth to carry to the churches; it will be the result of
refusing the truth presented.
“The ministers should not feel that they have some wonderful advanced ideas, and
unless all receive these, they will be shaken out, and a people will arise to go forward and
upward to the victory. Satan’s object is accomplished just as surely when men run ahead
of Christ and do the work He has never entrusted to their hands, as when they remain in
the Laodicean state, lukewarm, feeling rich and increased with goods, and in need of
nothing. The two classes are equally stumbling-blocks.
“Some zealous ones who are aiming and straining every energy for originality
have made a grave mistake in trying to get something startling, wonderful, entrancing,
before the people, something that they think others do not comprehend; but often they do
not themselves know what they are talking about. They speculate upon God’s word,
advancing ideas that are not a whit of help to themselves or to the churches. For the time
being they may excite the imagination; but there is a reaction, and these very ideas
become a hindrance. Faith is confounded with fancy, and their views may bias the mind
in the wrong direction. Let the plain, simple statements of the word of God be food for
the mind; this speculating upon ideas that are not clearly presented there is dangerous
business.
“Some are naturally combative. They do not care whether they harmonize with
their brethren or not. They would like to enter into controversy, would like to fight for
their particular ideas; but they should lay this aside, for it is not developing the Christian
graces. Work with all your power to answer the prayer of Christ, that His disciples may
be one, as He is one with the Father. Not a soul of us is safe unless we learn of Christ
daily His meekness and lowliness. In your labor do not be dictatorial, do not be severe,
do not be antagonistic. Preach the love of Christ, and this will melt and subdue hearts.
Seek to be of one mind and one judgment with your brethren, and to speak the same
things. This talking about divisions because all do not have the same ideas as present
themselves to your mind, is not the work of God but of the enemy. Talk the simple truths
wherein you can agree. Talk of unity; do not become narrow and conceited; let your mind
broaden.” Manuscript Releases, volume 3, 33–35.
THEY ARE TO BE MET AND OPPOSED
“God speaks through his appointed agencies, and let no man, or confederacy of
men, insult the Spirit of God by refusing to hear the message of God’s word from the lips
of his chosen messengers. By refusing to hear the message of God, men close themselves
in a chamber of darkness. They shut their own souls away from vast blessings, and rob
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Christ of the glory that should come to him, by showing disrespect to his appointed
agencies.
“God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. But Satan is a vigilant,
unsleeping foe, ever at work upon human minds, seeking a soil in which he can sow his
tares. If he finds any whom he can press into his service, he will suggest ideas and false
theories, and make them zealous in advocating error. The truth not only converts, but
works the purification of its receiver. Jesus has warned us to beware of false teachers.
From the beginning of our work, men have arisen from time to time, advocating theories
that were new and startling. But if those who claim to believe the truth, would go to
those who have had experience, would go to the word of God in a teachable, humble
spirit, and examine their theories in the light of truth, and with the aid of the
brethren who have been diligent Bible students, and at the same time make
supplication unto God, asking, Is this the way of the Lord, or is it a false path in which
Satan would lead me? they would receive light, and would escape out of the net of the
fowler.
“Let all our brethren and sisters beware of anyone who would set a time for the
Lord to fulfill his word in regard to his coming, or in regard to any other promise he has
made of special significance. ‘It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which
the Father hath put in his own power.’ False teachers may appear to be very zealous for
the work of God, and may expend means to bring their theories before the world and the
church; but as they mingle error with truth, their message is one of deception, and will
lead souls into false paths. They are to be met, and opposed, not because they are bad
men, but because they are teachers of falsehood, and are endeavoring to put upon
falsehood the stamp of truth. What a pity it is that men will go to such pains to discover
some theory of error, when there is a whole storehouse of precious gems of truth by
which the people might be enriched in the most holy faith. Instead of teaching truth, they
let their imagination dwell upon that which is new and strange, and throw themselves out
of harmony with those whom God is using to bring the people up upon the platform of
truth. They cast aside all that has been said in regard to unity of sentiment and feeling,
and trample upon the prayer of Christ as though the unity for which he prayed was
unessential, that there is no necessity for his followers to be one, even as he is one with
the Father. They go off on a tangent, and Jehu- like, call to their brethren to follow their
example of zeal for the Lord. If their zeal led them to work in the same lines in which
their brethren who have carried the heat and burden of the day, are working; if they were
as persevering to overcome discouragements and obstacles as their brethren have been,
they might well be imitated, and God would accept them. But men are to be condemned
who start out with a proclamation of wonderful light, and yet draw away from the agents
whom God is leading. This was the way in which Korah, Dathan, and Abiram did, and
their action is recorded as a warning to all others. We are not to do as they have done,—
accuse and condemn those upon whom God has laid the burden of the work.” Review and
Herald, September 12, 1893.
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