Habakkuk’s Two Tables #19
PART TWO: LINE UPON LINE
And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, what is that
proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The days are prolonged, and every
vision faileth? Tell them therefore, Thus saith the Lord God; I will make this proverb
to cease, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unto them, The
days are at hand, and the effect of every vision. Ezekiel 12:21–23.

THE YEAR/DAY PRINCIPLE
NUMBERS 14:34
Numbers 14:11, 20–23

HEBREWS 3:7–4:11
THE REST OF GRACE
“Those who are unwilling to give the Lord faithful, earnest, loving service will
not find spiritual rest in this life nor in the life to come. ‘There remaineth therefore a rest
to the people of God. . . . Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fail
after the same example of unbelief.’ The rest here spoken of is the rest of grace,
obtained by following the prescription. ‘Labor diligently.’” Pacific Union Recorder,
November 7, 1901.
LET US LABOR
“But through their own course of rebellion the blessing of God toward Israel
was turned away from them. That which they had sown in questioning and unbelief, they
had to reap. The record says, ‘But they rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit: therefore he
was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.’ May the Lord forbid that
the history of the children of Israel in departing from God, in refusing to walk in the
light, in refusing to confess their sins of unbelief and rejection of his messages,
should be the experience of the people claiming to believe the truth for this time. For
if they do as did the children of Israel in the face of warnings and admonitions, the same
result will follow in these last days as came upon the children of Israel. The apostle
admonishes, ‘Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the
provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted me,
proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation,
and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware
in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.’ Now comes the warning of the apostle,
sounding down along the lines to our time: ‘Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another
daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence
steadfast unto the end.’” Review and Herald, October 21, 1890.
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THE BEGINNING OF OUR CONFIDENCE
“‘These things . . . are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come.’ 1 Corinthians 10:11. The warning comes sounding down along the line
to our time:
“‘Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in
departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of
Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end; while it is
said,
Today if ye will hear His voice,
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.
‘For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of
Egypt by Moses.’ Hebrews 3:12–16.
“Cannot we who are living in the time of the end realize the importance of the
apostle’s words: ‘Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living God’? Verse 12.
“Upon us is shining the accumulated light of past ages. The record of Israel’s
forgetfulness has been preserved for our enlightenment. In this age God has set His
hand to gather unto Himself a people from every nation, kindred, and tongue. In the
advent movement He has wrought for His heritage, even as He wrought for the Israelites
in leading them from Egypt. In the great disappointment of 1844 the faith of His people
was tested as was that of the Hebrews at the Red Sea. Had the Adventists in the early
days still trusted to the guiding Hand that had been with them in their past experience,
they would have seen of the salvation of God. If all who had labored unitedly in the work
of 1844 had received the third angel’s message and proclaimed it in the power of the
Holy Spirit, the Lord would have wrought mightily with their efforts. A flood of light
would have been shed upon the world. Years ago the inhabitants of the earth would have
been warned, the closing work would have been completed, and Christ would have come
for the redemption of His people.” Testimonies, volume 8, 115.
THE BEGINNING
“The enemy is seeking to divert the minds of our brethren and sisters from the
work of preparing a people to stand in these last days. His sophistries are designed to lead
minds away from the perils and duties of the hour. They estimate as nothing the light that
Christ came from heaven to give to John for His people. They teach that the scenes just
before us are not of sufficient importance to receive special attention. They make of no
effect the truth of heavenly origin and rob the people of God of their past experience,
giving them instead a false science.
“‘Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein.’ Jeremiah 6:16.
“Let none seek to tear away the foundations of our faith—the foundations that
were laid at the beginning of our work by prayerful study of the word and by
revelation. Upon these foundations we have been building for the last fifty years. Men
may suppose that they have found a new way and that they can lay a stronger foundation
than that which has been laid. But this is a great deception. Other foundation can no man
lay than that which has been laid.
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“In the past many have undertaken the building of a new faith, the establishment
of new principles. But how long did their building stand? It soon fell, for it was not
founded upon the Rock.
“Did not the first disciples have to meet the sayings of men? Did they not have to
listen to false theories, and then, having done all, to stand firm, saying: ‘Other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid’? 1 Corinthians 3:11.
“So we are to hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end.
Words of power have been sent by God and by Christ to this people, bringing them out
from the world, point by point, into the clear light of present truth. With lips touched with
holy fire, God’s servants have proclaimed the message. The divine utterance has set its
seal to the genuineness of the truth proclaimed.” Testimonies, volume 8, 296–297.
“I am instructed to say that those who would tear away the foundation that God
has laid are not to be accepted as the teachers and leaders of His people. We are to hold
the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end. Words of power have been
sent by God and by Christ to this people, bringing them out from the world point by
point, into the clear light of present truth. With lips touched with holy fire, God’s servants
have proclaimed the message. The divine utterance has set its seal to the genuineness of
the truth proclaimed.” Battle Creek Letters, 82.
“In concluding this narrative, I would say that we are living in a most solemn
time. In the last vision given me, I was shown the startling fact that but a small portion of
those who now profess the truth will be sanctified by it and be saved. Many will get
above the simplicity of the work. They will conform to the world, cherish idols, and
become spiritually dead. The humble, self-sacrificing followers of Jesus will pass on to
perfection, leaving behind the indifferent and lovers of the world.
“I was pointed back to ancient Israel. But two of the adults of the vast army that
left Egypt entered the land of Canaan. Their dead bodies were strewn in the wilderness
because of their transgressions. Modern Israel are in greater danger of forgetting God and
being led into idolatry than were His ancient people. Many idols are worshiped, even by
professed Sabbathkeepers. God especially charged His ancient people to guard against
idolatry, for if they should be led away from serving the living God, His curse would rest
upon them, while if they would love Him with all their heart, with all their soul, and with
all their might, He would abundantly bless them in basket and in store, and would remove
sickness from the midst of them.
“A blessing or a curse is now before the people of God—a blessing if they come
out from the world and are separate, and walk in the path of humble obedience; and a
curse if they unite with the idolatrous, who trample upon the high claims of heaven. The
sins and iniquities of rebellious Israel are recorded and the picture presented before
us as a warning that if we imitate their example of transgression and depart from
God we shall fall as surely as did they. ‘Now all these things happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are
come.’” Testimonies, volume 1, 608–609.
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SIGNS, REBELLION & THE SABBATH
EZEKIEL 4:1–6; JEREMIAH 17:21–27
“On one occasion, by command of the Lord, the prophet took his position at one
of the principal entrances to the city and there urged the importance of keeping holy the
Sabbath day. The inhabitants of Jerusalem were in danger of losing sight of the sanctity
of the Sabbath, and they were solemnly warned against following their secular pursuits
on that day. A blessing was promised on condition of obedience. ‘If ye diligently
hearken unto Me,’ the Lord declared, and ‘hallow the Sabbath day, to do no work
therein; then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and princes sitting upon the
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their princes, the men of
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain forever.’ Jeremiah
17:24, 25.
“This promise of prosperity as the reward of allegiance was accompanied by a
prophecy of the terrible judgments that would befall the city should its inhabitants prove
disloyal to God and His law. If the admonitions to obey the Lord God of their fathers
and to hallow His Sabbath day were not heeded, the city and its palaces would be
utterly destroyed by fire.” Prophets and Kings, 411–412.
ENTERING INTO THE REST
“Satan’s snares are laid for us as verily as they were laid for the children of Israel
just prior to their entrance into the land of Canaan. We are repeating the history of that
people. Lightness, vanity, love of ease and pleasure, selfishness, and impurity are
increasing among us. There is need now of men who are firm and fearless in declaring
the whole counsel of God; men who will not sleep as do others, but watch and be sober.”
Testimonies, volume 5, 160.
THE SABBATH
“In the days of Samuel, Israel thought that the presence of the ark containing the
commandments of God would gain them the victory over the Philistines, whether or not
they repented of their wicked works. Just so, in Jeremiah’s time, the Jews believed that
the strict observance of the divinely appointed services of the temple would preserve
them from the just punishment of their evil course.
“The same danger exists today among the people who profess to be the
depositaries of God’s law. They are too apt to flatter themselves that the regard in which
they hold the commandments will preserve them from the power of divine justice. They
refuse to be reproved for evil, and charge God’s servants with being too zealous in
putting sin out of the camp. A sin-hating God calls upon those who profess to keep His
law to depart from all iniquity. Neglect to repent and obey His word will bring as serious
consequences upon God’s people today as did the same sin upon ancient Israel. There is a
limit beyond which He will no longer delay His judgments. The desolation of Jerusalem
stands as a solemn warning before the eyes of modern Israel, that the corrections
given through His chosen instruments cannot be disregarded with impunity.

4

“When the priests and the people heard the message that Jeremiah delivered to
them in the name of the Lord, they were very angry and declared that he should die. They
were boisterous in their denunciations of him, crying: ‘Why hast thou prophesied in the
name of the Lord, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate
without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of
the Lord.’ Thus was the message of God despised and the servant with whom He
entrusted it threatened with death. The priests, the unfaithful prophets, and all the people
turned in wrath upon him who would not speak to them smooth things and prophesy
deceit.” Testimonies, volume 4, 166–167.
THE OMEGA APOSTASY
“In a vision of the night I was shown distinctly that these sentiments have been
looked upon by some as the grand truths that are to be brought in and made prominent at
the present time. I was shown a platform, braced by solid timbers—the truths of the Word
of God. Someone high in responsibility in the medical work was directing this man and
that man to loosen the timbers supporting this platform. Then I heard a voice saying,
‘Where are the watchmen that ought to be standing on the walls of Zion? Are they
asleep? This foundation was built by the Master Worker, and will stand storm and
tempest. Will they permit this man to present doctrines that deny the past experience
of the people of God? The time has come to take decided action.’
“The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great
reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this reformation
would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of our faith, and
engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to take place, what would
result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church,
would be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental principles that
have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be accounted as error. A new
organization would be established. Books of a new order would be written. A system of
intellectual philosophy would be introduced. The founders of this system would go into
the cities, and do a wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded,
as also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new
movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being
removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without God, is
worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest
would sweep away the structure.
“Who has authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. We have our
experience, attested to by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit. We have a truth that
admits of no compromise. Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in harmony with
this truth?” Selected Messages, book 1, 204–205.
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