DAN TO BEERSHEBA
Judges 20:1 (a gathering, unity)
1 Samuel 3:19–21, 1; (restoration of the Spirit of Prophecy)
2 Samuel 3:1–10 (house of David established—church triumphant, controversy between
Abner and Ishbosheth the image of the beast test)
2 Samuel 17:11 (one of two false prophecies in Absalom’s rebellion promising to unify
God’s people, typifying the M/C time period)
2 Samuel 24:2; 1 Chronicles 4:22 (David’s numbering of the people: 12 + 70 = 144,000)
2 Samuel 24:15 (the pestilence for numbering the people 70,000)
1 Kings 4:25 (After Solomon deals with four persons from his father’s past his kingdom is
unified at the Sunday law)
2 Chronicles 30:5 (the second Passover; the decree at the Midnight Cry)
Amos 8:14 (counterfeit M/C message “liveth” “liveth” Samaria: watchtower/ false
watchmen; Dan judgment hour message/ false messengers; Beersheba/ professing to walk in old
paths–2520)
“For forty years Jeremiah was to stand before the nation as a witness for truth and
righteousness. In a time of unparalleled apostasy he was to exemplify in life and character the
worship of the only true God. During the terrible sieges of Jerusalem he was to be the mouthpiece
of Jehovah. He was to predict the downfall of the house of David and the destruction of the
beautiful temple built by Solomon. And when imprisoned because of his fearless utterances, he
was still to speak plainly against sin in high places. Despised, hated, rejected of men, he was finally
to witness the literal fulfillment of his own prophecies of impending doom, and share in the sorrow
and woe that should follow the destruction of the fated city.” Prophets and Kings, 408.
“Christ gave His disciples a sign of the ruin to come on Jerusalem, and He told them how
to escape: ‘When ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation
thereof is nigh. Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in
the midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter thereinto. For these be the
days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled.’ This warning was given to
be heeded forty years after, at the destruction of Jerusalem. The Christians obeyed the warning,
and not a Christian perished in the fall of the city.” The Desire of Ages, 630.
“Satan will work his miracles to deceive; he will set up his power as supreme. The church
may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be
sifted out—the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless
it must take place. None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the
word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin, without
guile in their mouths. . . . The remnant that purify their souls by obeying the truth gather strength
from the trying process, exhibiting the beauty of holiness amid the surrounding apostasy.” The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, volume 7, 911.
“‘God’s people are rising,’ said the angel, ‘never to fall again.’ ‘Be careful,’ said the angel,
‘lest the branches be cut off and others are raised up in their stead.’” Manuscript Releases, volume
18, 11.
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“Among the false teachers in Babylon were two men who claimed to be holy, but whose
lives were corrupt. Jeremiah had condemned the evil course of these men and had warned them of
their danger. Angered by reproof, they sought to oppose the work of the true prophet by stirring
up the people to discredit his words and to act contrary to the counsel of God in the matter of
subjecting themselves to the king of Babylon. The Lord testified through Jeremiah that these false
prophets should be delivered into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar and slain before his eyes. Not long
afterward, this prediction was literally fulfilled.
“To the end of time, men will arise to create confusion and rebellion among those who
claim to be representatives of the true God. Those who prophesy lies will encourage men to
look upon sin as a light thing. When the terrible results of their evil deeds are made manifest, they
will seek, if possible, to make the one who has faithfully warned them, responsible for their
difficulties, even as the Jews charged Jeremiah with their evil fortunes. But as surely as the words
of Jehovah through His prophet were vindicated anciently, so surely will the certainty of His
messages be established today.
“From the first, Jeremiah had followed a consistent course in counseling submission to the
Babylonians. This counsel was given not only to Judah, but to many of the surrounding nations.
In the earlier portion of Zedekiah’s reign, ambassadors from the rulers of Edom, Moab, Tyre, and
other nations visited the king of Judah to learn whether in his judgment the time was opportune
for a united revolt and whether he would join them in battling against the king of Babylon. While
these ambassadors were awaiting a response, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, saying,
‘Make thee bonds and yokes, and put them upon thy neck, and send them to the king of Edom, and
to the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king
of Zidon, by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah.’
Jeremiah 27:2, 3.
“Jeremiah was commanded to instruct the ambassadors to inform their rulers that God had
given them all into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, and that they were to ‘serve
him, and his son, and his son’s son, until the very time of his land come.’ Verse 7.
“The ambassadors were further instructed to declare to their rulers that if they refused to
serve the Babylonian king they should be punished ‘with the sword, and with the famine, and with
the pestilence’ till they were consumed. Especially were they to turn from the teaching of false
prophets who might counsel otherwise. ‘Hearken not ye to your prophets,’ the Lord declared, ‘nor
to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak
unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you, to
remove you far from your land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish. But the
nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let
remain still in their own land, saith the Lord; and they shall till it, and dwell therein.’ Verses 8–11.
The lightest punishment that a merciful God could inflict upon so rebellious a people was
submission to the rule of Babylon, but if they warred against this decree of servitude they were to
feel the full vigor of His chastisement.
“The amazement of the assembled council of nations knew no bounds when Jeremiah,
carrying the yoke of subjection about his neck, made known to them the will of God.
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“Against determined opposition Jeremiah stood firmly for the policy of submission.
Prominent among those who presumed to gainsay the counsel of the Lord was Hananiah, one of
the false prophets against whom the people had been warned. Thinking to gain the favor of the
king and of the royal court, he lifted his voice in protest, declaring that God had given him words
of encouragement for the Jews. Said he: ‘Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, saying,
I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon. Within two full years will I bring again into this
place all the vessels of the Lord’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from
this place, and carried them to Babylon: and I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of
Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, saith the Lord: for
I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.’ Jeremiah 28:2–4.
“Jeremiah, in the presence of the priests and people, earnestly entreated them to submit to
the king of Babylon for the time the Lord had specified. He cited the men of Judah to the prophecies
of Hosea, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and others whose messages of reproof and warning had been
similar to his own. He referred them to events which had taken place in fulfillment of prophecies
of retribution for unrepented sin. In the past the judgments of God had been visited upon the
impenitent in exact fulfillment of His purpose as revealed through His messengers.
“‘The prophet which prophesieth of peace,’ Jeremiah proposed in conclusion, ‘when the
word of the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the Lord hath truly
sent him.’ Verse 9. If Israel chose to run the risk, future developments would effectually decide
which was the true prophet.
“The words of Jeremiah counseling submission aroused Hananiah to a daring challenge of
the reliability of the message delivered. Taking the symbolic yoke from Jeremiah’s neck, Hananiah
broke it, saying, ‘Thus saith the Lord; Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon from the neck of all nations within the space of two full years.
“‘And the prophet Jeremiah went his way.’ Verse 11. Apparently he could do nothing more
than to retire from the scene of conflict. But Jeremiah was given another message. ‘Go and tell
Hananiah,’ he was bidden, ‘Thus saith the Lord; Thou hast broken the yokes of wood; but thou
shalt make for them yokes of iron. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a
yoke of iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon; and they shall serve him. . . .
“‘Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiah; The
Lord hath not sent thee; but thou makest this people to trust in a lie. Therefore thus saith the
Lord; Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year thou shalt die, because thou
hast taught rebellion against the Lord. So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the seventh
month.’ Verses 13–17.
“The false prophet had strengthened the unbelief of the people in Jeremiah and his message.
He had wickedly declared himself the Lord’s messenger, and he suffered death in consequence.
In the fifth month Jeremiah prophesied the death of Hananiah, and in the seventh month his
words were proved true by their fulfillment.” Prophets and Kings, 442–446.
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“The Bible declares that before the coming of the Lord, Satan will work ‘with all power
and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness;’ and they that
‘received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved,’ will be left to receive ‘strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:9–11. Not until this condition shall be reached,
and the union of the church with the world shall be fully accomplished throughout Christendom,
will the fall of Babylon be complete. The change is a progressive one, and the perfect
fulfillment of Revelation 14:8 is yet future.” The Great Controversy, 389.
“One who sees beneath the surface, who reads the hearts of all men, says of those who
have had great light: ‘They are not afflicted and astonished because of their moral and spiritual
condition.’ Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abominations.
I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because when I called,
none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before Mine eyes, and chose
that in which I delighted not.’ ‘God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe
a lie,’ because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved,’ ‘but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.’ Isaiah 66:3, 4; 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 10, 12.
“The heavenly Teacher inquired: ‘What stronger delusion can beguile the mind than the
pretense that you are building on the right foundation and that God accepts your works, when
in reality you are working out many things according to worldly policy and are sinning against
Jehovah? Oh, it is a great deception, a fascinating delusion, that takes possession of minds when
men who have once known the truth, mistake the form of godliness for the spirit and power
thereof; when they suppose that they are rich and increased with goods and in need of nothing,
while in reality they are in need of everything.’
“God has not changed toward His faithful servants who are keeping their garments spotless.
But many are crying, ‘Peace and safety,’ while sudden destruction is coming upon them.
Unless there is thorough repentance, unless men humble their hearts by confession and receive the
truth as it is in Jesus, they will never enter heaven. When purification shall take place in our ranks,
we shall no longer rest at ease, boasting of being rich and increased with goods, in need of nothing.
“Who can truthfully say: ‘Our gold is tried in the fire; our garments are unspotted by the
world’? I saw our Instructor pointing to the garments of so-called righteousness. Stripping them
off, He laid bare the defilement beneath. Then He said to me: ‘Can you not see how they have
pretentiously covered up their defilement and rottenness of character? ‘How is the faithful city
become an harlot!’ My Father’s house is made a house of merchandise, a place whence the divine
presence and glory have departed! For this cause there is weakness, and strength is lacking.’”
Testimonies, volume 8, 249–250.
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