AFTERNOON CLASS – (3-06-17)
JACOB’S TIME OF TROUBLE – PATRIARCHS & PROPHETS, 196 - 202
They had now reached the river Jabbok, and as night came on, Jacob sent his family across
the ford of the river, while he alone remained behind. He had decided to spend the night in prayer,
and he desired to be alone with God. God could soften the heart of Esau. In Him was the patriarch's
only hope.
It was in a lonely, mountainous region, the haunt of wild beasts and the lurking place of
robbers and murderers. Solitary and unprotected, Jacob bowed in deep distress upon the earth. It
was midnight. All that made life dear to him were at a distance, exposed to danger and death.
Bitterest of all was the thought that it was his own sin which had brought this peril upon the
innocent. With earnest cries and tears he made his prayer before God. Suddenly a strong hand was
laid upon him. He thought that an enemy was seeking his life, and he endeavored to wrest himself
from the grasp of his assailant. In the darkness the two struggled for the mastery. Not a word was
spoken, but Jacob put forth all his strength, and did not relax his efforts for a moment. While he
was thus battling for his life, the sense of his guilt pressed upon his soul; his sins rose up before
him, to shut him out from God. But in his terrible extremity he remembered God's promises,
and his whole heart went out in entreaty for His mercy. The struggle continued until near the break
of day, when the stranger placed his finger upon Jacob's thigh, and he was crippled instantly. The
patriarch now discerned the character of his antagonist. He knew that he had been in conflict with
a heavenly messenger, and this was why his almost superhuman effort had not gained the victory.
It was Christ, "the Angel of the covenant," who had revealed Himself to Jacob. The patriarch was
now disabled and suffering the keenest pain, but he would not loosen his hold. All penitent and
broken, he clung to the Angel; "he wept, and made supplication" (Hosea 12:4), pleading for a
blessing. He must have the assurance that his sin was pardoned. Physical pain was not
sufficient to divert his mind from this object. His determination grew stronger, his faith more
earnest and persevering, until the very last. The Angel tried to release Himself; He urged, "Let Me
go, for the day breaketh;" but Jacob answered, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." Had
this been a boastful, presumptuous confidence, Jacob would have been instantly destroyed; but his
was the assurance of one who confesses his own unworthiness, yet trusts the faithfulness of a
covenant-keeping God.
Jacob "had power over the Angel, and prevailed." Hosea 12:4. Through humiliation,
repentance, and self-surrender, this sinful, erring mortal prevailed with the Majesty of heaven. He
had fastened his trembling grasp upon the promises of God, and the heart of Infinite Love could
not turn away the sinner's plea.
The error that had led to Jacob's sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud was now clearly
set before him. He had not trusted God's promises, but had sought by his own efforts to bring about
that which God would have accomplished in His own time and way. As an evidence that he had

been forgiven, his name was changed from one that was a reminder of his sin, to one that
commemorated his victory. "Thy name," said the Angel, "shall be called no more Jacob [the
supplanter], but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed."
Jacob had received the blessing for which his soul had longed. His sin as a supplanter and
deceiver had been pardoned. The crisis in his life was past. Doubt, perplexity, and remorse had
embittered his existence, but now all was changed; and sweet was the peace of reconciliation with
God. Jacob no longer feared to meet his brother. God, who had forgiven his sin, could move the
heart of Esau also to accept his humiliation and repentance.
Jacob's experience during that night of wrestling and anguish represents the trial
through which the people of God must pass just before Christ's second coming. The prophet
Jeremiah, in holy vision looking down to this time, said, "We have heard a voice of trembling, of
fear, and not of peace. . . . All faces are turned into paleness. Alas! for that day is great, so that
none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it." Jeremiah
30:5-7.
When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man's behalf, then this time of trouble
will begin. Then the case of every soul will have been decided, and there will be no atoning blood
to cleanse from sin. When Jesus leaves His position as man's intercessor before God, the solemn
announcement is made, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy
still." Revelation 22:11. Then the restraining Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth. As Jacob
was threatened with death by his angry brother, so the people of God will be in peril from the
wicked who are seeking to destroy them. And as the patriarch wrestled all night for deliverance
from the hand of Esau, so the righteous will cry to God day and night for deliverance from the
enemies that surround them.
Satan had accused Jacob before the angels of God, claiming the right to destroy him
because of his sin; he had moved upon Esau to march against him; and during the patriarch's long
night of wrestling, Satan endeavored to force upon him a sense of his guilt, in order to discourage
him, and break his hold upon God. When in his distress Jacob laid hold of the Angel, and made
supplication with tears, the heavenly Messenger, in order to try his faith, also reminded him
of his sin, and endeavored to escape from him. But Jacob would not be turned away. He had
learned that God is merciful, and he cast himself upon His mercy. He pointed back to his
repentance for his sin, and pleaded for deliverance. As he reviewed his life, he was driven almost
to despair; but he held fast the Angel, and with earnest, agonizing cries urged his petition until he
prevailed.
Such will be the experience of God's people in their final struggle with the powers of
evil. God will test their faith, their perseverance, their confidence in His power to deliver them.
Satan will endeavor to terrify them with the thought that their cases are hopeless; that their sins
have been too great to receive pardon. They will have a deep sense of their shortcomings, and as
they review their lives their hopes will sink. But remembering the greatness of God's mercy, and
their own sincere repentance, they will plead His promises made through Christ to helpless,

repenting sinners. Their faith will not fail because their prayers are not immediately answered.
They will lay hold of the strength of God, as Jacob laid hold of the Angel, and the language of
their souls will be, "I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me."
Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud, God
could not have heard his prayer and mercifully preserved his life. So in the time of trouble, if the
people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before them while tortured with fear and
anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they could not have
confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their
unworthiness, they will have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins will have been blotted
out by the atoning blood of Christ, and they cannot bring them to remembrance.

THE TIME OF TROUBLE
The young would not be seduced into sin if they would refuse to enter any path save that
upon which they could ask God's blessing. If the messengers who bear the last solemn warning to
the world would pray for the blessing of God, not in a cold, listless, lazy manner, but fervently and
in faith, as did Jacob, they would find many places where they could say: ‘I have seen God face
to face, and my life is preserved.’ Genesis 32:30. They would be accounted of heaven as princes,
having power to prevail with God and with men.
“The ‘time of trouble, such as never was,’ is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an
experience which we do not now possess and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the
case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us.
The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that time of trial, every
soul must stand for himself before God. ‘Though Noah, Daniel, and Job’ were in the land, ‘as I
live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their
own souls by their righteousness.’ Ezekiel 14:20.
Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we should seek to
become perfect in Christ. Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to the
power of temptation. Satan finds in human hearts some point where he can gain a foothold; some
sinful desire is cherished, by means of which his temptations assert their power. But Christ
declared of Himself: ‘The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me.’ John 14:30. Satan
could find nothing in the Son of God that would enable him to gain the victory. He had kept His
Father's commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage. This
is the condition in which those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble.” The Great
Controversy, 622, 623.

JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST – PROPHETS & KINGS, 583 – 589.
In vision the prophet beholds "Joshua the high priest," "clothed with filthy garments"
(Zechariah 3:1, 3), standing before the Angel of the Lord, entreating God's mercy in behalf of his
afflicted people. As he pleads for the fulfillment of God's promises, Satan stands up boldly to resist
him. He points to the transgressions of Israel as a reason why they should not be restored to the
favor of God. He claims them as his prey, and demands that they be given into his hands.

The high priest cannot defend himself or his people from Satan's accusations. He does not
claim that Israel is free from fault. In filthy garments, symbolizing the sins of the people, which
he bears as their representative, he stands before the Angel, confessing their guilt, yet pointing to
their repentance and humiliation, and relying upon the mercy of a sin-pardoning Redeemer. In
faith he claims the promises of God.
Then the Angel, who is Christ Himself, the Saviour of sinners, puts to silence the accuser
of His people, declaring, "The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire?" Verse 2. Long had Israel remained in the
furnace of affliction. Because of their sins they had been well-nigh consumed in the flame kindled
by Satan and his agents for their destruction, but God had now set His hand to bring them forth.
As the intercession of Joshua is accepted, the command is given, "Take away the filthy
garments from him;" and to Joshua the Angel says, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass
from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." "So they set a fair miter upon his head,
and clothed him with garments." Verses 4, 5. His own sins and those of his people were pardoned.
Israel was clothed with "change of raiment"--the righteousness of Christ imputed to them. The
miter placed upon Joshua's head was such as was worn by the priests, and bore the inscription,
"Holiness to the Lord" (Exodus 28:36), signifying that notwithstanding his former transgressions,
he was now qualified to minister before God in His sanctuary.
Zechariah's vision of Joshua and the Angel applies with peculiar force to the
experience of God's people in the closing scenes of the great day of atonement. The remnant
church will then be brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world
as his subjects; he has gained control even of many professing Christians. But here is a little
company who are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them from the earth, his triumph would
be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in the near future he will
stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people of God. Men will be required to render
obedience to human edicts in violation of the divine law.
The tempter stands by to accuse them, as he stood by to resist Joshua. He points to their
filthy garments, their defective characters. He presents their weakness and folly, their sins of
ingratitude, their unlikeness to Christ, which has dishonored their Redeemer. He endeavors to
affright them with the thought that their case is hopeless, that the stain of their defilement will
never be washed away. He hopes so to destroy their faith that they will yield to his temptations,
and turn from their allegiance to God.
Satan has an accurate knowledge of the sins that he has tempted God's people to commit,
and he urges his accusations against them, declaring, that by their sins they have forfeited divine
protection, and claiming that he has the right to destroy them. He pronounces them just as
deserving as himself of exclusion from the favor of God. "Are these," he says, "the people who are
to take my place in heaven, and the place of the angels who united with me? They profess to obey
the law of God; but have they kept its precepts? Have they not been lovers of self more than lovers
of God? Have they not placed their own interests above His service? Have they not loved the things

of the world? Look at the sins that have marked their lives. Behold their selfishness, their malice,
their hatred of one another. Will God banish me and my angels from His presence, and yet reward
those who have been guilty of the same sins? Thou canst not do this, O Lord, in justice. Justice
demands that sentence be pronounced against them."
But while the followers of Christ have sinned, they have not given themselves up to be
controlled by the satanic agencies. They have repented of their sins and have sought the Lord
in humility and contrition, and the divine Advocate pleads in their behalf. He who has been most
abused by their ingratitude, who knows their sin and also their penitence, declares: "The Lord
rebuke thee, O Satan. I gave My life for these souls. They are graven upon the palms of My hands.
They may have imperfections of character; they may have failed in their endeavors; but they have
repented, and I have forgiven and accepted them."

INVESTIGATION
“As the sins of the people were anciently transferred, in figure, to the earthly sanctuary by the
blood of the sin-offering, so our sins are, in fact, transferred to the heavenly sanctuary by the blood
of Christ. And as the typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins
by which it had been polluted, so the actual cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the
removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are there recorded. This necessitates an examination
of the books of record to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are
entitled to the benefits of his atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a
work of investigative Judgment. This work must be performed prior to the coming of Christ
to redeem his people; for when he comes, his reward is with him to give to every man according
to his works. [Revelation 22:12.]” Spirit of Prophecy, Volume 4, 266.
“But, according to the unerring word of God, every man will be judged and rewarded according
as his works have been, and we are admonished to so speak and to so do as ‘they that shall be
judged by the law of liberty.’ When sin has been repented of, confessed, and forsaken, then
pardon is written against the sinner's name; but his sins are not blotted out until after the
investigative judgment. No finite being can tell how his case stands in the sight of Him whose
eyes are like a flame of fire, who says: ‘I know thy works. . . . I counsel thee to buy of me gold
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest
see. As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten; be zealous therefore, and repent.’” Signs of the
Times, May 16, 1895.
“Now is the time of preparation. None need to expect that God will do the work of preparing and
fitting them up, without their efforts. It is for them to work the works of righteousness, and crowd
all the right-doing they can into the little space of time allotted to them before probation closes,
that they may have a clean record in Heaven. I close with the entreaty of the prophet, ‘Turn ye,
turn ye, from your evil ways; for why will ye die?’ Ezekiel 33:11.” A Solemn Appeal, 80.2

