Sunday, February 26, 2017

Class
Guard the Waymarks

Lines of Prophecy
„We must have a knowledge of the Scriptures, that we may trace down the lines of
prophecy, and understand the specification given by the prophets, and by Christ and the
apostles; that we may not be ignorant; but be able to see that the day is approaching, so that
with increased zeal and effort, we may exhort one another to faithfulness, piety, and holiness.“
The Review and Herald, July 31, 1888.
“Historical events, showing the direct fulfillment of prophecy, were set before the people,
and the prophecy was seen to be a figurative delineation of events leading down to the
close of this earth's history.” Selected Messages, book 2, 102.

Waymarks Must Be Preserved
Today Satan is seeking opportunities to tear down the waymarks of truth,—the
monuments that have been raised up along the way; and we need the experience of the aged
workers who have built their house upon the solid rock, who through evil report as well as good
report have been steadfast to the truth.” Gospel Workers, 103.
„The great waymarks of truth, showing us our bearings in prophetic history, are to be
carefully guarded, lest they be torn down, and replaced with theories that would bring
confusion rather than genuine light.“ Selected Messages, book 2, 101,102.
“The old waymarks must be preserved, that we lose not our bearings. Manuscript Releases,
volume 1, 55.

Individual Students of Prophecy
“Whatever may be man's intellectual advancement, let him not for a moment think that there
is no need of thorough and continuous searching of the Scriptures for greater light. As a
people we are called individually to be students of prophecy. We must watch with
earnestness that we may discern any ray of light which God shall present to us. We are to
catch the first gleamings of truth; and through prayerful study clearer light may be obtained,
which can be brought before others.” Testimonies for the Church, volume 5, 708.

Lack of Understanding
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“I have been shown that many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth know
not what they believe. They do not understand the evidences of their faith. They have no
just appreciation of the work for the present time. When the time of trial shall come, there are
men now preaching to others who will find, upon examining the positions they hold, that
there are many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. Until thus tested
they knew not their great ignorance. And there are many in the church who take it for granted
that they understand what they believe; but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own
weakness. When separated from those of like faith and compelled to stand singly and
alone to explain their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of
what they had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a departure from
the living God and a turning to men, putting human in place of divine wisdom.” Testimonies for
the Church, volume 5, 707.

So-called New Light Will Deceive Many
“Satan hopes to involve the remnant people of God in the general ruin that is coming upon the
earth. As the coming of Christ draws nigh, he will be more determined and decisive in his
efforts to overthrow them. Men and women will arise professing to have some new light
or some new revelation whose tendency is to unsettle faith in the old landmarks. Their
doctrines will not bear the test of God's word, yet souls will be deceived.
“False reports will be circulated, and some will be taken in this snare. They will believe
these rumors and in their turn will repeat them, and thus a link will be formed connecting them
with the archdeceiver. This spirit will not always be manifested in an open defiance of the
messages that God sends, but a settled unbelief is expressed in many ways. Every false
statement that is made feeds and strengthens this unbelief, and through this means many souls
will be balanced in the wrong direction.
“We cannot be too watchful against every form of error, for Satan is constantly seeking to
draw men from the truth.” Counsels for the Church, 344.

Heresies will separate the chaff from the wheat
“God will arouse His people; if other means fail, heresies will come in among them, which
will sift them, separating the chaff from the wheat. The Lord calls upon all who believe His
word to awake out of sleep. Precious light has come, appropriate for this time. It is Bible truth,
showing the perils that are right upon us. This light should lead us to a diligent study of the
Scriptures and a most critical examination of the positions which we hold. God would
have all the bearings and positions of truth thoroughly and perseveringly searched, with prayer
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and fasting. Believers are not to rest in suppositions and ill-defined ideas of what
constitutes truth. Their faith must be firmly founded upon the word of God so that when
the testing time shall come and they are brought before councils to answer for their faith
they may be able to give a reason for the hope that is in them, with meekness and fear.”
Testimonies for the Church, volume 5, 706,707.

False Sanctification
“The false theory of sanctification had threatened not only the unity and harmony of families, but
the peace and prosperity of the church. Upon this subject I had a special testimony to bear.
“This false sanctification is most dangerous and deceptive in its influence upon all who accept it.
A peculiar atmosphere surrounds them, an influence which, when brought in contact with others,
if not discerned, is breathed in unconsciously by the receiver. This atmosphere is charged with
poison which is death to spirituality. There are no snares of Satan more hard to be discerned
and defined, and souls be rescued from, than this delusion.
“Those who accept this bogus sanctification do not hesitate to draw away from the body
and set themselves up as criteria. They claim that the Lord is leading them, and do not
seek counsel of the church, but move out independently, deceived in themselves and
deceiving others. The poison of this so-called sanctification is inhaled, and the atmosphere,
apparently so balmy, is intoxicating and destructive to those who are charmed with it. Each
individual will have an independence of his own, claiming to be taught of God; therefore
no one must get in their way or interfere with their course of action. This is as Satan
would have it. The voice of the church, God’s delegated power upon earth, is set aside
and despised. These professedly sanctified ones are filled with vain conceit, and with
presumption move on in their own wisdom, exhorting others to come up to the exalted
standard of themselves. They disregard the teachings and prayer of Christ that his
disciples may be one as he was one with the Father, “that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me.” The unity and oneness of the church was to be the living epistle,
known and read of all men. The world was to see in their harmony and love for each other the
life of Christ exemplified.
“Individuals who will strike out upon some new light and some new truth, independent of
the body, are pursuing a course directly contrary to the word of God. If they have any
influence over others, it is to disaffect them and lead them away from the watchcare,
counsel, and strength of the body. And the very ones who claim sanctification, have in their
hearts insubordination, pride, envy, jealousy, and evil surmising of their brethren. They sit as
judges upon the life and character of their brethren. These are the fruits generally to be
found growing upon the tree of false sanctification. This class have graduated. They suppose
they have come to the knowledge of the truth. If they attend camp-meetings, they will
think they are so far ahead of the servants of God who labor in the meetings that they
cannot learn anything, therefore the word or message of instruction God gives his
servants for the people is not for them. They will generally be found drawing one or two
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away, holding them in conversation, imparting to them the great light they suppose they
have; and thus some are deprived of hearing the message of God to the people. These
self deceived men are drawing away souls from the body, scattering from Christ, and bringing in
dissension and division. Individual experience is set above the authority of the church, and
their example leads others whom they deceive to regard lightly the voice of counsel and
admonition of the church. This course has worked the ruin of very many souls in every
age of the world. As children in the family of God we need the wisdom and experience of
matured Christians to direct, to encourage, and to defend us in times of danger, and to
lead on to constant growth in grace, and to seek daily attainments in the knowledge of
the truth and true holiness.
“In the ministry of Christ and his apostles, those who were converted to the truth were brought
into church relationship; and every stray, lost sheep that was found, was brought to the fold
of the church, that under the direction of the Master, through the undershepherds, they
might go in and out and find pasture. God has instituted his church and delegated to it his
authority and power. He has given it the inspired oracles, provided it with pastors and teachers
to carry forward his work on the earth when he should leave it. At a later date, when the church
was weakened by its individual members being led into errors, and spiritual life was chilled and
palsied by backslidings, the inspired apostle exclaimed, ‘I am jealous over you with a godly
jealousy.’ ‘But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your
minds be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.’ Nothing is so demoralizing, so
enfeebling to the church, as to have her individual members obtain a burden upon this
false sanctification, which leads them away from the simplicity of the gospel of Christ.
Satan always leads this class away from the church, and leads them to regard the church
far behind them in spirituality and experience. The power and glory of God is revealed in his
church. Here God gives the blessings of his grace. Here he reveals the mysteries of his will.
“There have been and always will be tares among the wheat, the foolish virgins with the
wise, those who have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. There was a covetous Judas
in the church Christ formed on earth, and there will be Judases in the church in every stage
of her history. But because there are such, it does not do away with the fact that God has
a church. There were murmurers, envious and jealous ones in the tribes of Israel, journeying to
the promised Canaan; but, notwithstanding, God led them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night. The deceitful hearts of individuals will lead them astray because they see
imperfections in the church, but these very ones have defective characters that they do not
discern. These very ones are capable of being useful in the church were they connected with
the great Head of the church. But if they choose to be presumptuous, and in selfsufficiency draw off on some tangent, the church will move on without them. Every
member of the church is bound by the most solemn vow to advance its interests and to
labor unselfishly and devotedly for its success.
“The prosperity of the church depends upon the faithfulness, purity, and zealous action
of its individual members. Christ ‘loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself
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a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish.’
“If all who are ambitious for distinction above their brethren could estimate to what a depth of
humiliation Christ submitted for their sakes, and learn from the cross of humiliation to be subject
one to another, there would exist in the church a simplicity and power which would have a telling
influence on the world. Through the cross we may learn the love we should have for our
fellowmen, and the value of souls for whom Christ died, and our works, in self-denial to save the
perishing souls around us will correspond with our faith.” The Signs of the Times, October
23,1879, Art. B.

Judgment
“Solemn are the scenes connected with the closing work of the atonement. Momentous are the
interests involved therein. The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many years
this work has been in progress. Soon—none know how soon—it will pass to the cases of the
living. In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review. At this time above all
others it behooves every soul to heed the Saviour's admonition: "Watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is." Mark 13:33.
“When the work of the investigative judgment closes, the destiny of all will have been decided
for life or death. Probation is ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord in the clouds
of heaven. Christ in the Revelation, looking forward to that time, declares: "He that is unjust, let
him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, behold, I come quickly; and My
reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be." Revelation 22:11, 12.
“The righteous and the wicked will still be living upon the earth in their mortal state—men will be
planting and building, eating and drinking, all unconscious that the final, irrevocable decision
has been pronounced in the sanctuary above.
“Silently, unnoticed as the midnight thief, will come the decisive hour which marks the fixing of
every man's destiny, the final withdrawal of mercy's offer to guilty men.” {CCh 349.}

“By the king's examination of the guests at the feast is represented a work of judgment. The
guests at the gospel feast are those who profess to serve God, those whose names are written
in the book of life. But not all who profess to be Christians are true disciples. Before the final
reward is given, it must be decided who are fitted to share the inheritance of the righteous. This
decision must be made prior to the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven; for when
He comes, His reward is with Him, "to give every man according as his work shall be."
Revelation 22:12. Before His coming, then, the character of every man's work will have been
determined, and to every one of Christ's followers the reward will have been apportioned
according to his deeds. {COL 310.1}
“It is while men are still dwelling upon the earth that the work of investigative judgment takes
place in the courts of heaven. The lives of all His professed followers pass in review before God.
All are examined according to the record of the books of heaven, and according to his deeds the
destiny of each is forever fixed.” {COL 310.2}
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“The work of the investigative judgment and the blotting out of sins is to be accomplished before
the second advent of the Lord. Since the dead are to be judged out of the things written in the
books, it is impossible that the sins of men should be blotted out until after the judgment at
which their cases are to be investigated. But the apostle Peter distinctly states that the sins of
believers will be blotted out "when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ." Acts 3:19, 20. When the investigative judgment closes,
Christ will come, and His reward will be with Him to give to every man as his work shall
be.” {GC 485.2}
“Before the work is closed up and the sealing of God’s people is finished, we shall receive the
outpouring of the Spirit of God. Angels from heaven will be in our midst. The present is a fittingup time for heaven when we must walk in full obedience to all the commands of God.” Selected
Messages, book 1, 111.
“When the third angel’s message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty inhabitants of the
earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have received “the latter rain,”
“the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” and they are prepared for the trying hour before
them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces
that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who have proved
themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received “the seal of the living God.” Then Jesus
ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says,
“It is done;” and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the solemn
announcement: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”
Revelation 22:11. Every case has been decided for life or death. Christ has made the
atonement for His people and blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; “the
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,” is about to
be given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.”– {GC
613.2}
“In the typical system, which was a shadow of the sacrifice and priesthood of Christ, the
cleansing of the sanctuary was the last service performed by the high priest in the yearly round
of ministration. It was the closing work of the atonement—a removal or putting away of sin from
Israel. It prefigured the closing work in the ministration of our High Priest in heaven, in the
removal or blotting out of the sins of His people, which are registered in the heavenly records.
This service involves a work of investigation, a work of judgment; and it immediately
precedes the coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; for
when He comes, every case has been decided. Says Jesus: “My reward is with Me, to give
every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:12. It is this work of judgment,
immediately preceding the second advent, that is announced in the first angel’s message of
Revelation 14:7: “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come.” – {GC
352.2}
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“The angel who unites in the proclamation of the third angel's message is to lighten the whole
earth with his glory. A work of world-wide extent and unwonted power is here foretold. The
advent movement of 1840-44 was a glorious manifestation of the power of God; the first angel's
message was carried to every missionary station in the world, and in some countries there was
the greatest religious interest which has been witnessed in any land since the Reformation of
the sixteenth century; but these are to be exceeded by the mighty movement under the last
warning of the third angel. {GC 611.2}
“The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the "former rain" was given, in the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the gospel, to cause the upspringing of the
precious seed, so the "latter rain" will be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest. "Then
shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared as the morning; and
He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth." Hosea 6:3. "Be
glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for He hath given you the
former rain moderately, and He will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and
the latter rain." Joel 2:23. "In the last days, saith God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh."
"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the of the Lord shall be
saved." Acts 2:17, 21. {GC 611.2}
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than
marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at
the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are "the
times of refreshing" to which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: "Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus." Acts 3:19, 20.” {GC 611.3}

"How comes the word that I have declared that New York is to be swept away by a tidal wave?
This I have never said. I have said, as I looked at the great buildings going up there, story after
story, 'What terrible scenes will take place when the Lord shall arise to shake terribly the earth!
Then the words of Revelation 18:1-3 will be fulfilled. The whole of the eighteenth chapter of
Revelation is a warning of what is coming on the earth. But I have no light in particular in regard
to what is coming on New York, only that I know that one day the great buildings there will be
thrown down by the turning and overturning of God's power.” {RH, July 5, 1906 par. 14}
“The latter rain is to fall upon the people of God. A mighty angel is to come down from heaven,
and the whole earth is to be lighted with His glory. Are we ready to take part in the glorious work
of the third angel? Are our vessels ready to receive the heavenly dew? Have we defilement and
sin in the heart? If so, let us cleanse the soul temple, and prepare for the showers of the latter
rain. The refreshing from the presence of the Lord will never come to hearts filled with impurity.
May God help us to die to self, that Christ, the hope of glory, may be formed within!” {YRP
295.3}

“I must have the Spirit of God in my heart. I can never go forward to do the great work of God,
unless the Holy Spirit rests upon my soul. "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so
panteth my soul after thee, O God" (Psalm 42:1). The day of judgment is upon us. Oh, that we
may wash our robes of character, and make them white in the blood of the Lamb!” Review and
Herald, April 21, 1891.
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