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The Work of Organisation
Are we allowed to organize the movement?

Perfect Order
“God is a God of order. Everything connected with heaven is in perfect order;
subjection and thorough discipline mark the movements of the angelic host. Success
can only attend order and harmonious action. God requires order and system in
His work now no less than in the days of Israel. All who are working for Him are to
labor intelligently, not in a careless, haphazard manner. He would have His work done
with faith and exactness, that He may place the seal of His approval upon it.” Patriarchs
and Prophets, 376.
And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses sat to judge the people: and the people
stood by Moses from the morning unto the evening. And when Moses' father in law saw
all that he did to the people, he said, What is this thing that thou doest to the people?
why sittest thou thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto even?
And Moses said unto his father in law, Because the people come unto me to enquire of
God: When they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one and
another, and I do make them know the statutes of God, and his laws. And Moses' father
in law said unto him, The thing that thou doest is not good. Thou wilt surely wear away,
both thou, and this people that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; thou art
not able to perform it thyself alone. Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel,
and God shall be with thee: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou mayest bring
the causes unto God: And thou shalt teach them ordinances and laws, and shalt shew
them the way wherein they must walk, and the work that they must do. Moreover thou
shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating
covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens: And let them judge the people at all
seasons: and it shall be, that every great matter they shall bring unto thee, but every
small matter they shall judge: so shall it be easier for thyself, and they shall bear the
burden with thee. If thou shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then thou shalt
be able to endure, and all this people shall also go to their place in peace. So Moses
hearkened to the voice of his father in law, and did all that he had said. Exodus
18:13-24
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And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of
names together were about an hundred and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture
must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake
before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was
numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man purchased a
field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and
all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem;
insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field
of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no
man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. Wherefore of these men which
have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us,
must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed
two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they
prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of
these two thou hast chosen, That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from
which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave
forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven
apostles. And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord
in one place. Acts 1:15-2:1.

Order Attack
“Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor
to God’s dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and
expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful
intellect. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special light beamed in
his countenance and shone around him brighter and more beautiful than around the
other angels; yet Christ, God’s dear Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic
host. He was one with the Father before the angels were created. Lucifer was envious
of Christ, and gradually assumed command which devolved on Christ alone.
“The great Creator assembled the heavenly host, that He might in the presence of all
the angels confer special honor upon His Son. The Son was seated on the throne with
the Father, and the heavenly throng of holy angels was gathered around them. The
Father then made known that it was ordained by Himself that Christ, His Son, should
be equal with Himself; so that wherever was the presence of His Son, it was as His
own presence. The word of the Son was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the
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Father. His Son He had invested with authority to command the heavenly host.
Especially was His Son to work in union with Himself in the anticipated creation of the
earth and every living thing that should exist upon the earth. His Son would carry out
His will and His purposes but would do nothing of Himself alone. The Father’s will
would be fulfilled in Him.
“Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to
Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed
with them; but his heart was filled with envy and hatred. Christ had been taken into
the special counsel of God in regard to His plans, while Lucifer was unacquainted
with them. He did not understand, neither was he permitted to know, the purposes of
God. But Christ was acknowledged sovereign of heaven, His power and authority to be
the same as that of God Himself. Lucifer thought that he was himself a favorite in
heaven among the angels. He had been highly exalted, but this did not call forth from
him gratitude and praise to his Creator. He aspired to the height of God Himself. He
gloried in his loftiness. He knew that he was honored by the angels. He had a special
mission to execute. He had been near the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of
glorious light enshrouding the eternal God had shone especially upon him. He thought
how angels had obeyed his command with pleasurable alacrity. Were not his garments
light and beautiful? Why should Christ thus be honored before himself?
“He left the immediate presence of the Father, dissatisfied and filled with envy against
Jesus Christ. Concealing his real purposes, he assembled the angelic host. He
introduced his subject, which was himself. As one aggrieved, he related the preference
God had given Jesus to the neglect of himself. He told them that henceforth all the
sweet liberty the angels had enjoyed was at an end. For had not a ruler been
appointed over them, to whom they from henceforth must yield servile honor? He
stated to them that he had called them together to assure them that he no longer would
submit to this invasion of his rights and theirs; that never would he again bow down to
Christ; that he would take the honor upon himself which should have been conferred
upon him, and would be the commander of all who would submit to follow him and
obey his voice.”The Story of Redemption, 13,14.
“There was contention among the angels. Lucifer and his sympathizers were striving
to reform the government of God. They were discontented and unhappy because
they could not look into His unsearchable wisdom and ascertain His purposes in
exalting His Son, and endowing Him with such unlimited power and command. They
rebelled against the authority of the Son.”The Story of Redemption, 15.
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“It was the highest crime to rebel against the government of God. All heaven
seemed in commotion. The angels were marshaled in companies, each division
with a higher commanding angel at its head. Satan was warring against the law of
God, because ambitious to exalt himself and unwilling to submit to the authority
of God’s Son, heaven’s great commander.” The Story of Redemption, 17.
“All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the Father, to have each case
determined. Satan unblushingly made known his dissatisfaction that Christ should be
preferred before him. He stood up proudly and urged that he should be equal with God
and should be taken into conference with the Father and understand His purposes.
God informed Satan that to His Son alone He would reveal His secret purposes, and He
required all the family in heaven, even Satan, to yield Him implicit, unquestioned
obedience; but that he (Satan) had proved himself unworthy of a place in heaven.
Then Satan exultingly pointed to his sympathizers, comprising nearly one half of all the
angels, and exclaimed, “These are with me! Will you expel these also, and make such a
void in heaven?” He then declared that he was prepared to resist the authority of
Christ and to defend his place in heaven by force of might, strength against
strength.”The Story of Redemption, 18.
“Then there was war in heaven. The Son of God, the Prince of heaven, and His loyal
angels engaged in conflict with the archrebel and those who united with him. The Son of
God and true, loyal angels prevailed; and Satan and his sympathizers were expelled
from heaven. All the heavenly host acknowledged and adored the God of justice. Not a
taint of rebellion was left in heaven. All was again peaceful and harmonious as
before. Angels in heaven mourned the fate of those who had been their
companions in happiness and bliss. Their loss was felt in heaven.” The Story of
Redemption, 19.
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Satans Plan
“It is Satan’s plan to weaken the faith of God’s people in the Testimonies. Satan
knows how to make his attacks. He works upon minds to excite jealousy and
dissatisfaction toward those at the head of the work.
“The gifts are next questioned; then, of course, they have but little weight, and
instruction given through vision is disregarded. Next follows skepticism in regard to
the vital points of our faith, the pillars of our position, then doubt as to the Holy
Scriptures, and then the downward march to perdition. When the Testimonies,
which were once believed, are doubted and given up, Satan knows the deceived ones
will not stop at this; and he redoubles his efforts till he launches them into open
rebellion, which becomes incurable and ends in destruction. By giving place to
doubts and unbelief in regard to the work of God, and by cherishing feelings of
distrust and cruel jealousies, they are preparing themselves for complete
deception. They rise up with bitter feelings against the ones who dare to speak of
their errors and reprove their sins.” Counsels for the Church, 93,94.

Organization and Development
“It is nearly forty years since organization was introduced among us as a people. [This
statement was made in 1892.] I was one of the number who had an experience in
establishing it from the first. I know the difficulties that had to be met, the evils which it
was designed to correct, and I have watched its influence in connection with the
growth of the cause. At an early stage in the work, God gave us special light upon this
point, and this light, together with the lessons that experience has taught us, should be
carefully considered.
“From the first our work was aggressive. Our numbers were few, and mostly from the
poorer class. Our views were almost unknown to the world. We had no houses of
worship, but few publications, and very limited facilities for carrying forward our work.
The sheep were scattered in the highways and byways, in cities, in towns, in
forests. The commandments of God and the faith of Jesus was our message.”
Christian Experience and Teachings,192.
The Introduction of Church Order
“Our numbers gradually increased. The seed that was sown was watered of God,
and He gave the increase. At first we assembled for worship, and presented the truth
to those who would come to hear, in private houses, in large kitchens, in barns, in
5

Saturday, March 11, 2017
groves, and in schoolhouses; but it was not long before we were able to build humble
houses of worship.
“As our numbers increased, it was evident that without some form of
organization there would be great confusion, and the work would not be carried
forward successfully. To provide for the support of the ministry, for carrying the
work in new fields, for protecting both the churches and the ministry from
unworthy members, for holding church property, for the publication of the truth
through the press, and for many other objects, organization was indispensable.
“Yet there was strong feeling against it among our people. The First-day Adventists
were opposed to organization, and most of the Seventh-day Adventists entertained the
same ideas. We sought the Lord with earnest prayer that we might understand His
will, and light was given by His Spirit, that there must be order and thorough
discipline in the church,--that organization was essential. System and order are
manifest in all the works of God throughout the universe. Order is the law of heaven,
and it should be the law of God's people on the earth.
“We had a hard struggle in establishing organization. Notwithstanding that the
Lord gave testimony after testimony upon this point, the opposition was strong,
and it had to be met again and again. But we knew that the Lord God of Israel was
leading us, and guiding by His providence. We engaged in the work of organization, and
marked prosperity attended this advance movement.” Christian Experience and
Teachings, 195.

Voiding the Perils of Disorder
“Let none entertain the thought that we can dispense with organization. It has cost us
much study and many prayers for wisdom that we know God has answered, to erect
this structure. It has been built up by His direction, through much sacrifice and conflict.
Let none of our brethren be so deceived as to attempt to tear it down, for you will
thus bring in a condition of things that you do not dream of. In the name of the Lord I
declare to you that it is to stand, strengthened, established, and settled. At God's
command, "Go forward," we advanced when the difficulties to be surmounted made the
advance seem impossible. We know how much it has cost to work out God's plans in
the past, which have made us as a people what we are. Then let everyone be
exceedingly careful not to unsettle minds in regard to those things that God has
ordained for our prosperity and success in advancing His cause. Christian
Experience and Teachings,197.
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The Way how Angels Work
“Angels work harmoniously. Perfect order characterizes all their movements. The more
closely we imitate the harmony and order of the angelic host, the more
successful will be the efforts of these heavenly agents in our behalf. If we see no
necessity for harmonious action, and are disorderly, undisciplined, and
disorganized in our course of action, angels, who are thoroughly organized and
move in perfect order, cannot work for us successfully. They turn away in grief, for
they are not authorized to bless confusion, distraction, and disorganization. All
who desire the co-operation of the heavenly messengers, must work in unison with
them. Those who have the unction from on high, will in all their efforts encourage order,
discipline, and union of action, and then the angels of God can co-operate with them.
But never, never will these heavenly messengers place their endorsement upon
irregularity, disorganization, and disorder. All these evils are the result of Satan's
efforts to weaken our forces, to destroy our courage, and prevent successful
action.” Christian Experience and Teachings,199.

Satan Knows
“Satan well knows that success can only attend order and harmonious action. He well
knows that everything connected with Heaven is in perfect order, that subjection and
perfect discipline mark the movements of the angelic host. It is his studied effort to lead
professed Christians just as far from Heaven's arrangement as he can; therefore he
deceives even the professed people of God, and makes them believe that order and
discipline are enemies to spirituality; that the only safety for them is to let each
pursue his own course, and to remain especially distinct from bodies of
Christians who are united, and are laboring to establish discipline and harmony
of action. All the efforts made to establish order are considered dangerous, a
restriction of rightful liberty, and hence are feared as popery. These devoted souls
consider it a virtue to boast of their freedom to think and act independently. They will not
take any man's say-so. They are amenable to no man. I was shown that it is Satan's
special work to lead men to feel that it is God's order for them to strike out for
themselves, and choose their own course, independent of their brethren.”
Christian Experience and Teachings, 201.
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The Drifting away of great Landmarks
“Though we have an individual work and an individual responsibility before God, we are
not to follow our own independent judgment, regardless of the opinions and feelings of
our brethren; for this course would lead to disorder in the church. It is the duty of
ministers to respect the judgment of their brethren; but their relations to one another, as
well as the doctrines they teach, should be brought to the test of the law and the
testimony; then, if hearts are teachable, there will be no divisions among us. Some are
inclined to be disorderly, and are drifting away from the great landmarks of the
faith; but God is moving upon His ministers to be one in doctrine and in spirit.”
Christian Experience and Teachings, 203.

Formality, Not Organization, An Evil
“Evil does not result because of organization, but because of making organization
everything, and vital godliness of little moment. When form and machinery take
the pre-eminence, and a laborious task is made of carrying on the work that
should be done with simplicity, evil will result, and little will be accomplished in
proportion to the effort put forth. The object of organization is just the reverse of
this; and should we disorganize, it would be like tearing down that which we have
built up. Evil results have been seen, both in the Sabbath-school work and in the
missionary society, because of making much of machinery while vital experience was
lost sight of. In many of the imagined improvements that have been brought in, the
mould of man has been placed upon the work. In the Sabbath-school, men and women
have been accepted as officers and teachers, who have not been spiritually minded,
and had no live interest in the work committed to their care; but matters can be set in
order only through the aid of the Holy Spirit. The same evil has existed for years as now
exists in our churches. Formality, pride, and love of display have taken the place of true
piety and humble godliness. We might see a different order of things should a number
consecrate themselves wholly to God, and then devote their talents to the Sabbathschool work, ever advancing in knowledge, and educating themselves so that they
would be able to instruct others as to the best methods to employ in the work; but it is
not for the workers to seek for methods by which they can make a show, consuming
time in theatrical performances and musical display, for this benefits no one. It does no
good to train the children to make speeches for special occasions. They should be won
to Christ, and instead of expending time, money, and effort to make a display, let the
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whole effort be made to gather sheaves for the harvest.” Christian Experience and
Teachings, 134.
“Much light was given to us in reference to the organization of churches, and yet we had
a hard battle to fight in perfecting organization; but the victory was gained at last, and
now shall the church be disorganized because of indifference, formality, and pride?
Shall we go back to disorder because unconsecrated members of the church have
placed upon the work the mould of man, and sought to fashion the church to meet a
popular standard?” Christian Experience and Teachings, 135.

Ordination
“The Christian church was at this time entering upon an important era. The work of
proclaiming the gospel message among the Gentiles was now to be prosecuted with
vigor; and as a result, the church was to be strengthened by a great ingathering of
souls. The apostles who had been appointed to lead out in this work, would be
exposed to suspicion, prejudice, and jealousy. Their teachings concerning the
breaking down of "the middle wall of partition" [Ephesians 2:14.] that had so long
separated the Jewish and the Gentile world, would naturally subject them to the
charge of heresy; and their authority as ministers of the gospel would be
questioned by many zealous, believing Jews.
“God foresaw the difficulties that His servants would be called to meet; and in order that
their work should be above challenge, He instructed the church by revelation to set
them apart publicly to the work of the ministry. Their ordination was a public
recognition of their divine appointment to bear to the Gentiles the glad tidings of
the gospel.
“Both Paul and Barnabas had already received their commission from God Himself, and
the ceremony of the laying on of hands added no new grace or virtual qualification. It
was an acknowledged form of designation to an appointed office, and a recognition of
one's authority in that office. By it the seal of the church was set upon the work of God.
God has made His church on the earth a channel of light, and through it He
communicates His purposes and His will. He does not give to one of His servants an
experience independent of and contrary to the experience of the church itself. Neither
does He give one man a knowledge of His will for the entire church, while the church -Christ's body -- is left in darkness. In His providence, He places His servants in close
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connection with His church, in order that they may have less confidence in themselves,
and greater confidence in others whom He is leading out to advance His work.
“There have ever been in the church those who are constantly inclined toward individual
independence. They seem unable to realize that independence of spirit is liable to lead
the human agent to have too much confidence in himself, and to trust in his own
judgment rather than to respect the counsel and highly esteem the judgment of his
brethren, especially of those in the offices that God has appointed for the leadership of
His people. God has invested His church with special authority and power, which no one
can be justified in disregarding and despising; for he who does this despises the voice
of God.
“Those who are inclined to regard their individual judgment as supreme, are in grave
peril. It is Satan's studied effort to separate such ones from those who are channels of
light, through whom God has wrought to build up and extend His work in the earth. To
neglect or despise those whom God has appointed to bear the responsibilities of
leadership in connection with the advancement of the truth, is to reject the means that
He has ordained for the help, encouragement, and strength of His people. For any
worker in the Lord's cause to pass these by, and to think that his light must come
through no other channel than directly from God, is to place himself in a position where
he is liable to be deceived by the enemy, and overthrown. The Lord in His wisdom has
arranged that by means of the close relationship that should be maintained by all
believers, Christian shall be united to Christian, and church to church. Thus the human
instrumentality will be enabled to co-operate with the divine. Every agency will be
subordinate to the Holy Spirit, and all the believers will be united in an organized and
well-directed effort to give to the world the glad tidings of the grace of God.” Gospel
Workers, 441- 444.

Organization Will Always Be Essential
“Unless the churches are so organized that they can out and enforce order, they have
nothing to hope for in the future.
“Oh, how Satan would rejoice if he could succeed in his efforts to get in among this
people and disorganize the work at a time when thorough organization is essential and
will be the greatest power to keep out spurious uprisings and to refute claims not
endorsed by the Word of God! We want to hold the lines evenly, that there shall be no
breaking down of the system of organization and order that has been built up by wise,
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careful labor. License must not be given to disorderly elements that desire to control the
work at this time.
“Some have advanced the thought that, as we near the close of time, every child of God
will act independently of any religious organization. But I have been instructed by the
Lord that in this work there is no such thing as every man's being independent.
“As we near the final crisis, instead of feeling that there is less need of order and
harmony of action, we should be more systematic than heretofore.” Last day Events
46-47.

Unwise Leaders Do Not Speak for God
“The voice from Battle Creek, which has been regarded as authority in counseling how
the work should be done, is no longer the voice of God.
“It has been some years since I have considered the General Conference as the voice
of God.
“That these men should stand in a sacred place, to be as the voice of God to the
people, as we once believed the General Conference to be--that is past.” Last day
Events, 50.

A new Organisation
“Few can discern the result of entertaining the sophistries advocated by some at this
time. But the Lord has lifted the curtain, and has shown me the result that would follow.
The spiritualistic theories regarding the personality of God, followed to their logical
conclusion, sweep away the whole Christian economy. They estimate as nothing the
light that Christ came from heaven to give John to give to His people. They teach that
the scenes just before us are not of sufficient importance to be given special attention.
They make of no effect the truth of heavenly origin, and rob the people of God of their
past experience, giving them instead a false science.
“In a vision of the night I was shown distinctly that these sentiments have been looked
upon by some as the grand truths that are to be brought in and made prominent at the
present time. I was shown a platform, braced by solid timbers--the truths of the Word of
God. Someone high in responsibility in the medical work was directing this man
and that man to loosen the timbers supporting this platform. Then I heard a voice
saying, "Where are the watchmen that ought to be standing on the walls of Zion?
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Are they asleep? This foundation was built by the Master Worker, and will stand storm
and tempest. Will they permit this man to present doctrines that deny the past
experience of the people of God? The time has come to take decided action."
“The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a great
reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this
reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand as the pillars of
our faith, and engaging in a process of reorganization. Were this reformation to
take place, what would result? The principles of truth that God in His wisdom has
given to the remnant church, would be discarded. Our religion would be changed.
The fundamental principles that have sustained the work for the last fifty years
would be accounted as error. A new organization would be established. Books of
a new order would be written. A system of intellectual philosophy would be
introduced. The founders of this system would go into the cities, and do a
wonderful work. The Sabbath of course, would be lightly regarded, as also the
God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the way of the new
movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better than vice, but God being
removed, they would place their dependence on human power, which, without
God, is worthless. Their foundation would be built on the sand, and storm and
tempest would sweep away the structure.
“Who has authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. We have our
experience, attested to by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit. We have a truth
that admits of no compromise. Shall we not repudiate everything that is not in harmony
with this truth?” Selected Messages, book 1, 203-205.
Temple - Work finished
The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also
finish it; and thou shalt know that the Lord of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who hath
despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and
fro through the whole earth. For who hath despised the day of small things? for they
shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven;
they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the whole earth. Zechariah
4:9,10.
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Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in
the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that
believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is
precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed,
the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also
they were appointed. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, but
are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained
mercy. 1 Peter 2:5-10.
The Church Triumphant
“Said the angel, "List ye!" Soon I heard a voice like many musical instruments all
sounding in perfect strains, sweet and harmonious. It surpassed any music I had ever
heard, seeming to be full of mercy, compassion, and elevating, holy joy. It thrilled
through my whole being. Said the angel, "Look ye!" My attention was then turned to the
company I had seen, who were mightily shaken. I was shown those whom I had before
seen weeping and praying in agony of spirit. The company of guardian angels
around them had been doubled, and they were clothed with an armor from their
head to their feet. They moved in exact order, like a company of soldiers. Their
countenances expressed the severe conflict which they had endured, the agonizing
struggle they had passed through. Yet their features, marked with severe internal
anguish, now shone with the light and glory of heaven. They had obtained the victory,
and it called forth from them the deepest gratitude and holy, sacred joy.
“The numbers of this company had lessened. Some had been shaken out and left by
the way. The careless and indifferent, who did not join with those who prized victory and
salvation enough to perseveringly plead and agonize for it, did not obtain it, and they
were left behind in darkness, and their places were immediately filled by others taking
hold of the truth and coming into the ranks. Evil angels still pressed around them, but
could have no power over them.
“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great power. It had
effect. Many had been bound; some wives by their husbands, and some children by
their parents. The honest who had been prevented from hearing the truth now eagerly
laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was gone, and the truth alone was exalted to
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them. They had been hungering and thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious
than life. I asked what had made this great change. An angel answered, "It is the latter
rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel.
“Great power was with these chosen ones. Said the angel, "Look ye!" My attention was
turned to the wicked, or unbelievers. They were all astir. The zeal and power with the
people of God had aroused and enraged them. Confusion, confusion, was on every
side. I saw measures taken against the company who had the light and power of God.
Darkness thickened around them; yet they stood firm, approved of God, and trusting in
Him. I saw them perplexed; next I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Day and night
their cry ceased not: "Thy will, O God, be done! If it can glorify Thy name, make a way
of escape for Thy people! Deliver us from the heathen around about us. They have
appointed us unto death; but Thine arm can bring salvation." These are all the words
which I can bring to mind. All seemed to have a deep sense of their unworthiness and
manifested entire submission to the will of God; yet, like Jacob, every one, without an
exception, was earnestly pleading and wrestling for deliverance.” Early Writings,
270-272.
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