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Close of Probation

At Midnight Probation Closes for the Priest 

Third Step is Judgement 

October 22, 1844
“The tenth day of the seventh month, the great day of atonement, the time of the 
cleansing of the sanctuary, which in the year 1844 fell upon the 22d of October, 
was regarded as the time of the Lord’s coming. This was in harmony with the proofs 
already presented that the 2300 days would terminate in the autumn, and the 
conclusion seemed irresistible.” The Great Controversy 1888, 399.

“The temple of God was opened in Heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of 
his testament.” [Revelation 11:19.] The ark of God’s testament is in the holy of holies, 
the second apartment of the sanctuary. In the ministration of the earthly tabernacle, 
which served “unto the example and shadow of heavenly things,” this apartment was 
opened only upon the great day of atonement, for the cleansing of the sanctuary. 
Therefore the announcement that the temple of God was opened in Heaven, and 
the ark of his testament was seen, points to the opening of the most holy place of 
the heavenly sanctuary, in 1844, as Christ entered there to perform the closing 
work of the atonement. Those who by faith followed their great High Priest, as he 
entered upon his ministry in the most holy place, beheld the ark of his testament. As 
they had studied the subject of the sanctuary, they had come to understand the 
Saviour’s change of ministration, and they saw that he was now officiating before the 
ark of God, pleading his blood in behalf of sinners.” The Great Controversy 1888, 433.
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Heaven Open

And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the 
ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an 
earthquake, and great hail. Revelation 11:19.

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the 
month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were 
opened, and I saw visions of God. Ezekiel 1:1

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Acts 
7:55,56.

The scene before him faded from his vision. To him the gates of heaven were ajar, and, 
looking in, he saw the glory of the courts of God, and Christ, as if just risen from His 
throne, standing ready to sustain His servant. In words of triumph Stephen exclaimed, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand 
of God.” Acts of the Apostel, 100.

“When Stephen was called upon to suffer for Christ’s sake, he did not waver. He read 
his fate in the cruel faces of his persecutors, and he did not hesitate to give to them the 
last message which he was to bear to men. He looked up and said, “I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.” All heaven was 
interested in this case. Jesus, rising from the throne of his Father, was leaning 
over, looking upon the face of his servant, and imparting to his countenance the 
beams of his own glory, and men were astonished as they saw Stephen’s face 
lighted up as if it had been the face of an angel. The glory of God shone upon him, 
and while he was beholding the face of his Lord, the enemies of Christ stoned him to 
death. Would we not think that a hard death to die? But the fear of death was gone, and 
his last breath was spent in petitioning the Lord to forgive his persecutors.” The Review 
and Harald, April 29, 1890, par. 7.
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Christ Rising
“At that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which standeth for the children of 
thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, everyone 
that shall be found written in the book.” Daniel 12:1.
“When the third angel’s message closes, mercy no longer pleads for the guilty 
inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have accomplished their work. They have 
received “the latter rain,” “the refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” and they are 
prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to and fro in heaven. An 
angel returning from the earth announces that his work is done; the final test has 
been brought upon the world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the 
divine precepts have received “the seal of the living God.” Then Jesus ceases His 
intercession in the sanctuary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice 
says, “It is done;” and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the 
solemn announcement: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is 
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and 
he that is holy, let him be holy still.” Revelation 22:11. Every case has been 
decided for life or death. Christ has made the atonement for His people and 
blotted out their sins. The number of His subjects is made up; “the kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,” is about to be 
given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus is to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.” 
The Great Controversy, 613.

Christ Coming to the Ancient of Days
“Christ had come, not to the earth, as they expected, but, as foreshadowed in the 
type, to the most holy place of the temple of God in heaven. He is represented by 
the prophet Daniel as coming at this time to the Ancient of Days: “I saw in the night 
visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came”—not to the earth, but—“to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near 
before Him.” Daniel 7:13.
“This coming is foretold also by the prophet Malachi: “The Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight 
in: behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:1. The coming of the Lord 
to His temple was sudden, unexpected, to His people. They were not looking for Him 
there. They expected Him to come to earth, “in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel.” 2 Thessalonians 1:8.
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“But the people were not yet ready to meet their Lord. There was still a work of 
preparation to be accomplished for them. Light was to be given, directing their minds to 
the temple of God in heaven; and as they should by faith follow their High Priest in His 
ministration there, new duties would be revealed. Another message of warning and 
instruction was to be given to the church.
“Says the prophet: “Who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when 
He appeareth? for He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: and He shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as 
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.” Malachi 
3:2, 3. Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall 
cease in the sanctuary above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a 
mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their characters must be purified from sin by 
the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their own diligent effort they must 
be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative judgment is going 
forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from 
the sanctuary, there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, 
among God’s people upon earth. This work is more clearly presented in the 
messages of Revelation 14.
“When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of Christ will be 
ready for His appearing. “Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant 
unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.” Malachi 3:4. Then the 
church which our Lord at His coming is to receive to Himself will be a “glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing.” Ephesians 5:27. Then she will look “forth 
as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners.” Song of Solomon 6:10.” The Great Controversy, 424,425.

“The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for the cleansing 
of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to 
the Ancient of Days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; and the coming of the Lord to 
His temple, foretold by Malachi, are descriptions of the same event; and this is 
also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage, described by 
Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.” The Great Controversy, 426.

The 10 Virgins

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, 
and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were 
foolish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise 
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took oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and 
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for 
our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not 
enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 
you not. Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of 
man cometh. Matthew 25:1-14.

The Final Test
“It is in a crisis that character is revealed. When the earnest voice proclaimed at 
midnight, “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him,” and the sleeping 
virgins were roused from their slumbers, it was seen who had made preparation for the 
event. Both parties were taken unawares; but one was prepared for the emergency, and 
the other was found without preparation. So now, a sudden and unlooked-for calamity, 
something that brings the soul face to face with death, will show whether there is any 
real faith in the promises of God. It will show whether the soul is sustained by grace. 
The great final test comes at the close of human probation, when it will be too late 
for the soul’s need to be supplied.” Christ Object Lessons, 412.

The Angel at Midnight
And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out into the midst of 
Egypt: And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of 
Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is 
behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. Exodus: 11:4,5.

The Garden
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. Mark 14:26.

And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his 
disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. Mark 14:32.
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When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples over the brook 
Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, and his disciples. And Judas 
also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his 
disciples. Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief priests 
and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. Jesus therefore, 
knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom 
seek ye? They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. And 
Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. As soon then as he had said unto 
them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then asked he them again, 
Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus answered, I have told you that 
I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: That the saying might be 
fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest me have I lost none. Then Simon 
Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right 
ear. The servant's name was Malchus. Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword 
into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? Then the 
band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him. John 
18:1-12.

Cedron = Same as Kidron = Very black; full of darkness; turbid; (root=black). Great 
obscurity; a wall. (Brook and ravine near Gethsemane frequented by our Lord).

Gethsemane = Oil press.

“The Saviour contrasted His own manner of work with the methods of His accusers. For 
months they had hunted Him, striving to entrap Him and bring Him before a secret 
tribunal, where they might obtain by perjury what it was impossible to gain by fair 
means. Now they were carrying out their purpose. The midnight seizure by a mob, the 
mockery and abuse before He was condemned, or even accused, was their manner of 
work, not His. Their action was in violation of the law. Their own rules declared that 
every man should be treated as innocent until proved guilty. By their own rules 
the priests stood condemned.” The Desire of Ages, 699.

“The righteous and the wicked will still be living upon the earth in their mortal state—
men will be planting and building, eating and drinking, all unconscious that the final, 
irrevocable decision has been pronounced in the sanctuary above. Before the flood, 
after Noah entered the ark, God shut him in, and shut the ungodly out; but for seven 
days the people, knowing not that their doom was fixed, continued their careless, 
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pleasure-loving life, and mocked the warnings of impending judgment. “So,” says the 
Saviour, “shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” Silently, unnoticed as the 
midnight thief, will come the decisive hour which marks the fixing of every man’s 
destiny, the final withdrawal of mercy’s offer to guilty men.” The Review and 
Herald, November 9, 1905, par. 15.
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